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Membership meetings were held on Saturday Morning, 24th of April, in 
the NAS Pensacola Convention Center, with Pilot Schoultz presiding at 
both meetings.

The Board of Governors’ Meeting was called to order at 0818. The fol-
lowing members of the Board were present:

Flight Deck: Pilot Dutch Schoultz, Co Pilot Armistead Smith, Navigator 
William Fitch, Radio Officer Jim Flatley, Engineer William Knutson.

Board of Governors: Robert G. Dose’, Robert P. Keller, Roy L. Johnson, 
David Richardson, B. M. Strean.

The following items were considered to have lasting and subsequent 
historic significance to the Association and were discussed and acted 
upon as appropriate.

 (1) The Radio Officer proposed increasing the $1,000    
  annual contribution to the Naval Aviation Museum    
  to $1500 per annum. Approved by the Board .

 (2) The Pilot’s proposal to raise our annual dues from    
  $15.00 to $20.00 a year was approved.

 (3) The next reunion will be held in Charleston on 22-   
  25 April 1994. A site selection committee will be    
  appointed at the ‘94 meeting to propose locations    
  for the 1995-96 reunions.

 (4) The Pilot proposed that the Golden Eagles endorse a   
  resolution supporting the current ban on homosexuals  
  in the military.  It was moved and the Board approved   
  the proposed resolution which read

   Whereas, there are many reasons to consider 
   homosexuals to be I incompatible with military 
   service.
   Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that The Early 
   and Pioneer Naval Aviators’ Association, known 
   as the Golden Eagles, support the present position 
   of the Department of Defense not to permit 
   homosexuals in the military service.
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GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 1998

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION—
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

ANNAPOLIS                                                                                                                           APRIL 15-19  1998

The EPNAA Annual Reunion mustered at the Wyndham  Garden Hotel in Annapolis, Maryland for  a sesion 
of fellowship and sea stories.  Under the leadership of Captain Ralph Carlquist, the reunion convention mem-
bers provided an outstanding four days of enjoyment.  These members were supported by many local friends 
and wives who assisted in an outstanding job of planning and running one of our best reunions.  The Welcome 
Aboard Reception was held in the Wyndham Garden Hotel on Wednesday night.

Thursday was a day of tours topped off with a visit to NATC Patuxent River, where many of the members had 
served as test pilots during their earlier years.   The briefings on the status of current programs, combined with 
a tour of the facilities and a reception at the Admirals quarters was enjoyed by all. 

Fridayʼs memorial service in the beautiful U. S. Naval Academy Chapel was the last roll call for the following 
13 Golden Eagles:

   RADM Edmond G. Konrad, USN
   RADM Joseph  Dean Black, USN
   LGEN Leslie E. Brown, USMC
   LTJG Robert R. Lester, USN
   CAPT Gerald G. OʼRourke, USN
   ADM David L McDonald, USN
   CAPT William R. Pittman, USN 
   CAPT E.  Scott McCuskey, USN
   COL Marvin M. Magruder, USMC
   COL Elmer G. Glidden, USMC
   CAPT John G. Wissler, USN
   VADM John S. Disher, USN
   CAPT Harold E. Vita, USN

This memorial service was dedicated to God who watches over and sustains us, day to day, and who brings us 
this moment of remembrance. Some of our squadron mates have departed this life, as we all must, but their 
passing has not disrupted the special bond among us. As Golden Eagles, we are one with those who have gone 
before us and thankful for their service to God, Country, and Naval Aviation.

Following the memorial service, we were honored to be the guest of the Superintendent of the United States 
Naval Academy for a Dress Parade of the Brigade of Midshipmen.  Following the review, the Superinten-
dent and Mrs Larson held a reception at Buchanan House for our members and guests.  Also attending were 
the senior midshipmen who are scheduled for aviation billets after graduation.  This resulted in an interesting 
evening  with our members being able to talk to these young midshipmen on their desires and expectations of 
continuing the long tradition of excellence in Naval and Marine aviation.  This was an impressive group of 
young  Americans for which we can all be proud.

Saturday, our General Membership Meeting was opened by our Pilot, RADM Bill Harris ,who thanked the 



reunion committee for their outstanding efforts in making his a most enjoyable and successful reunion.
The following ten new members, attending their first reunion were introduced:  

 CAPT Phillip R. Wood, USN (Ret.)
 RADM Don Shelton, USN (Ret.)
 COL Philip DeLong, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM George Casell, USN (Ret.)
 VADM J.H Fetterman, USN (Ret.)
  CAPT H.P. Streeper, USN (Ret.)
  VADM Jim Service, USN (Ret.)
  RADM John R. Wilson Jr., USN (Ret.)
  VADM Jerry O. Tuttle, USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Scott L. Lamoreaux, USN (Ret.)

Three new members who have been selected and could not attend were: ADM Stanley Arthur, USN (Ret.), 
RADM James B. Linder, USN (Ret.) and COL Archie Donahue, USMC (Ret.).  CAPT Lou Edwards, USN 
(Ret.) had been invited to join, but at too late a date to respond.

The following six members have been transferred to the Emeritus Status: 

 BGEN John Kinney, USMC (Ret.) 
 CAPT Bruce Webber, USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Dan Harrington, USN (Ret.)
  MGEN Robert Owens, USMC (Ret.) 
 RADM  V.G. Lambert, USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Joseph G. Smith, USN (Ret.)

One member, CAPT John L Nicholson , resigned from Regular membership in June 1997.

CAPT Jerry Zacharias was recognized for his outstanding performance in the development of the Golden 
Eagle CHRONOLOG book of biographies.  The membership gave him a “Well Done” for his work on their 
behalf.  The first edition of the Chronolog was distributed to members who ordered them.

The new Board of Governors was announced and approved as:

 VADM B.M. Strean, USN (Ret.)
 RADM W.J. Harris, USN (Ret.)
 RADM  E.L. Feightner, USN (Ret.)
 LGEN R.P. Keller, USMC (Ret.)
 VADM R.F. Schoultz, USN (Ret.)
 LGEN William H. Fitch, USMC (Ret.)
 CAPT A.B. Smith, USN (Ret.)

The new Flight Deck for the period 1998-1999 was announce and approved:

 Chief  Pilot VADM  H. E. Greer, USN (Ret.)
 Pilot  LGEN T.H. Miller, USMC (Ret.)
 Co-Pilot CAPT J.B. Cain, USN (Ret.)  **
 Navigator COL J. B. Maas, USMC (Ret.)   
 Radio  RADM Jim Flatley III, USN (Ret.)

 Engineering CAPT Bill Gortney, USN (Ret.)



A decision to rename the Flight Zones was made to better suit the areas concerned and the distribution of  mem-
bership.  The new designations along with the Flight Leaders are as follows:

   Northeast CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
   Southeast RADM Bill Shawcross, USN (Ret.)
   Central  RADM Bill Gureck, USN (Ret.)   
   West  BGEN J. Hubbard, USMC (Ret.)

CAPT W.E. Scarborough, USN (Ret.) was renamed as the Golden Eagle Historian.

The winner of the annual Golden Eagle Captain ʻTommy  ̓Tomlinson Award, as the Outstanding Test Pilot of the 
year, was presented to LT. Steve Lubows, USN for his work on the SH-60 Program Pilot.  RADM Don Boecker  
had presented the gold watch and a copy of Tomlinsonʼs book at an earlier date.

The Site Selection Committee recommendations for the the following reunion sites was approved.  They are:  
1999-Pensacola, 2000-Charleston, 2001-San Diego, 2002-Norfolk and 2003-Pensacola.

The reunion concluded with the Saturday night banquet at the Wyndham Garden Hotel where Pilot RADM Bill 
Harris was relieved by LGEN Tom Miller.

**Sadly, CAPT J. B. Cain made his last takeoff while en route home from the reunion.  The Board of  Gover-
nors appointed CAPT Armistead B Smith as the acting Co-Pilot.

Attached to this 1998 Continuing History are newspaper articles from the Annapolis Capital and The Washing-
ton Post, both of which reported on the Annapolis 1998 reunion.

 



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 1999

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION—
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

PENSACOLA                                                                                                                APRIL 28 – MAY 2, 1999

For the twelfth time since the inception of the Golden Eagles in 1950, the EPNAA Annual 4-day  Reunion 
mustered at the Pensacola Grand Hotel for a session  of sea stories and good  fellowship.  Due to a 1998 hu 
ricane, the hotel had been closed the seven months prior to our arrival after replacing over 600 windows and 
repairing other storm damages.   Our visit was listed by the hotel management as a “Shake Down Cruise” for 
the staff.  Every effort was extended by the staff to see that all of our needs were met under very trying  cir-
cumstances.  

Bill Ramsey and his staff ( Bill Gureck, Bill McLaughlin, Skip Furlong, Jack Fetterman, Don Issitt, Mike 
Alexatos along with wives and local friends/members) did an outstanding job of planning and managing one 
of the better reunions.

At the end of registration we had 125 members, 105 wives /friends, 8 widows and 4 honorary members 
aboard.

The “Top of The Grand” Hospitality Suite was a great success.  The running of the VCR tape “No Easy Days”   
of famous carrier accidents (recognized by many as being the guilty party) added additional interest to the 
usual lies being told by the members who often have trouble remembering their names.

On Thursday night a Welcome Aboard Reception was a great success.  Excellent drinks, food and fellowship 
was enjoyed by all and especially by the new members and wives who were introduced to the members by our 
Pilot, LTGEN Tom Miller.  Having all guest and new members name tags color coded was an excellent idea 
and should be continued at future reunions. The Membership Selection Committee met early Thursday and 
recommended 25 selectees to the Board of Governors as prospective new members, to be brought aboard as 
vacancies occur.

Friday morning the golf, tennis and fishing trips resulted in several members getting wind burn from the un-
usual Florida weather.  Although suspected, no cases of sea sickness from the fishermen was reported.  High 
golf scores were blamed on the wind and course by all but the winners. The ladies and some members enjoyed 
a bus tour of Fairhope, Alabama.

The Memorial Services at the NAS Chapel will long be remembered by those attending. The Schools Com-
mand and Air Station support for the events was outstanding.  They provided the MATSG Color Guard, Naval 
Aviation Choir, bugler and organist with Chaplain Metzger supervising the service.  Pilot Tom Miller provide 
a brief eulogy for each of the following 22 members who had made final Take-off since our last reunion:

 CAPT DUNCAN READ, USNR (EMERITUS)  03/14/98
 VADM ALLEN M. SHINN, USN    04/14/98
 CAPT JAMES B. CAIN, USN    04/27/98
 MGEN MARION E. CARL, USMC    06/28/98
 RADM ALAN B. SHEPARD, JR. (EMERITUS)  07/21/98 
 ADM DONALD C. DAVIS, USN    07/30/98



 LCOL KENNETH A WALSH, USMC (EMERITUS) 07/30/98
 RADM C. H. DUERFELDT, USN (EMERITUS)  09/08/98
 CAPT ROBERT G. DOSE, USN    09/27/98
 ADM JOHN J. HYLAND, USN    10/15/98
 VADM FRANK OʼBEIRNE, USN (EMERITUS)  10/19/98
 RADM MAGRUDER H. TUTTLE, USN (EMERITUS) 11/06/98 
 ENS ALBERT G. WIGGLESWORTH, USNR(EMERITUS) 01/07/99
 RADM JAMES R. REEDY, USN    01/08/99
 VADM LLOYD M. MUSTIN, USN (HONORARY) 01/21/99
 MGEN ARTHUR H. ADAMS, USMC   02/06/99
 MGEN R. H. SPANJER, USMC    02/08/99
 MGEN NORMAN W. GOURLEY, USMC   02/17/99
 ENS JOHN WOODS HARRIS, USNRF(ENERITUS) 02/22/99
 CAPT R. E. HARMER, USN (EMERITUS)   02/25/99
 ADM WILLIAM B. BRINGLE, USN   03/19/99
 ADM ROY L. JOHNSON, USN    03/20/99

Following the Memorial Service, the members and guest proceeded to Lighthouse Point to finish the day at a 
well attended and enjoyable Texas BBQ.  

Saturday, the annual General Membership Meeting was conducted at the IMAX theater at the National  Mu-
seum of Naval Aviation.  The first order of business was the taking of the group photo under the supervision of 
Doc Abbot. 

The business meeting was then called to order by Pilot Tom Miller who introduced the following Flight Deck 
Officers:

 Chief  Pilot   VADM Howard Greer , USN (Ret.) 
 CoPilot   CAPT  Armistead Smith, Jr. , USN (Ret.)
 Navigator   COL  Jack Mass. Jr., USMC (Ret.)
 Radio Officer   RADM James Flatley III, USN (Ret.)
 Engineer Officer  CAPT Bill Gortney, USN (Ret.)

This was followed by the introduction of the Flight Leaders and Board of Governors:
 

 NE Flight Leader  CAPT Roger Carlquist USN (Ret.)
 SE Flight Leader  RADM Bill Shawcross USN (Ret.)
 Central Flight Leadere RADM Bill Gureck USN (Ret.)
 West Flight Leader  BGEN Jay Hubbard, USMC (Ret.)  

 Board of Governors          
 VADM B. M. Strean USN (Ret.)  LTGEN Bob Keller, USMC (Ret.)
 VADM Robert Schoultz USN (Ret.)  LTGEN William H.  Fitch, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM E.L Feightner USN (Ret.) RADM Bill Harris USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Paul Stevens USN (Ret.)

The pilot reported that the missing Governor, RADM W. H. Livingston had called to advise him that due to 
sickness he was unable to attend.      

CAPT Jerry Zacharias was asked to give a short update on the CHRONOLOG and received a Well Done from 



the membership and Board for his excellent work.

The Pilot reviewed the recommended changes to the Constitution and Bylaws that had been approved by the 
Board.  A motion was made, seconded and approved by the membership to accept the changes to the Bylaws 
which will be published in the next Constitution, Bylaws and List of Members Book.

The Pilot reported that the following members had gone Emeritus since the last reunion: 

 CAPT T. Hugh Winters, USN (Ret.)
 COL James Swett, USMC (Ret.)
 ADM Ralph Cousins USN (Ret.) 
 CAPT Robert L. Temme USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Downs Wright USN (Ret.)
 ADM Thomas H. Moorer USN (Ret.)

The Pilot identified the following 15 new members who have entered the Golden Eagles since our last reunion:

 CAPT Frank Austin, MC USN (Ret.) (Honorary)
 LTGEN John I. Hudson, USMC (Ret.)
 CAPT Donald Edge, USN (Ret.)
 VADM Robert Kirksey, USN (Ret.)
 ADM Leighton W. Smith, USN (Ret.)
  RADM Byron R. Fuller, USN (Ret.)
  ADM Jackson D. Arnold, USN (Ret.)
  CDR David T. Williams, USN (Ret.)
 COL Joel E. Bonner, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM Thomas F. Brown III, USN (Ret.)
 CAPT Frederick H. Hauck, USN (Ret.)
  CAPT Jerry .B. Houston, USN (Ret.)
 COL Robert E. Howard Jr., USMC (Ret.)
 VADM James E. Dorsey Jr., USN (Ret.)
 RADM Frederick L. Lewis, USN (Ret.)

The Pilot reported our membership status at 196 Regular Members, with 25 selected members awaiting induc-
tion. Four of those will receive a letter of invitation on his return to Washington.  This will return us to our 200 
Regular Member limit.

The Site Selection Committee report to meet at the following sites was approved:  2000-Charleston, 2001-San 
Diego, 2002-Norfolk and 2003-Pensacola.  

The meeting then adjourned and the members were shown the latest Museum IMAX movie Magic of Flight.

The evening entertainment started with the showing of the IMAX movie The Dream Is Alive.  This was fol-
lowed by a reception on the Museum Quarterdeck that ended with a bagpipe escort to the Museum Atrium for 
an outstanding banquet.

The highlight of the evening was an excellent presentation by Golden Eagle Senator (COL) John Glenn, on his 
recent space flight.  He talked us through a short movie taken on this space trip that showed the research proj-
ects that he was involved in that were designed to help with the aging problems of future long duration flights. 
The evening ended with the Pilot asking everyone to muster next year in Charleston, SC for out next reunion.



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 2000

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION—
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

Historian - Capt. Jerrold M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)

This historical summary covers the period from after the Pensacola reunion, May 3, 1999, until completion of 
the Charleston, SC reunion on 4 May 2000

For the second time, the EPNAA annual 4-day reunion assembled in Charleston, SC., (1-4 May 2000) and this 
time at the new Charleston Harbor Hilton Resort at Patriots Point, within walking distance of the USS York-
town.    Jim Flatley, the only Golden Eagles located in Charleston, and his staff of wife Nancy, son Shamus 
and a Secretary, did an outstanding job of planning and managing a memorable reunion with tours, ceremonies 
and superb food that added several pounds to waistlines and raised cholesterol levels all around. At the end of 
registration we had 114 Regular members, 2 Emeritus members, 5 Honorary members, 103  wives/friends, and 
6 widows aboard - a total of 230 attendees.

On Monday 1 May, after a buffet breakfast, the golfers departed for the Charleston National course and the 
Membership Committee met to consider those nominees to be inducted during the next year.  The Hospitality 
Suite was opened for registration of new arrivals.  Those not attending meetings or sports were free to attempt 
the Charleston walking tour of the historical section of the city or motor coach to Magnolia Plantation.  

In the afternoon the Board of Governors met to receive reports from members of the Flight Deck. The Pilot 
began the meeting with opening remarks and then proceeded with the Flight Deck reports.  Since some Flight 
Deck reports were covered at both the Board of Governors and the General Meetings, in the interest of brevity, 
their presentation at only one meeting is presented in the following text.

Northeast Flight. (CAPT Roger Carlquist)
Two Mini-reunions were held during the past year – fall of 1999 at Belle Haven Country Club and spring of 
2000 at the Northrop-Grumman Electronic Museum.  Both were well attended.  After extensive and difficult 
negotiations with a hotel, the 2002 reunion will be at the Norfolk Sheraton Waterside (formerly Omni) Hotel 
in Norfolk commencing Friday, April 26, 2002.  We are committed to 20 rooms on 4/25 and 80 rooms on 4/26, 
4/27, and 4/28. Therefore, consideration should be given to keeping the cash reserve at a level which would al-
low payment for any shortfall in attendance.  Cost of rooms will be $95/night plus tax and as escalated by cost 
of living but no more than 6% per year.  The Northeast Flight maintains a bank account with the  NFCU which 
offers both interest and portability. (A copy of the Historical Electronic Museum Newsletter - Summer 2000 
highlighting the Golden Eagles visit is included as Attachment A).

West Flight (BGEN Jay Hubbard)
West Flight had one well attended Mini-reunion in San Diego since the last reunion.  At the Mini, Paul Speer 
presented a Progress Report on the Golden Eagle Reunion 2001 in San Diego and reported that plans were - on 
course, on speed.  West Flight Leader suggested that the Board of Governors might evaluate reducing to three 
flight regions: East, Central & West.  In his concluding remarks, West Flight Leader stated that the Flight and 
the Reunion couldnʼt be in better hands!



Central Flight (RADM Bill Gureck)
Central flight conducted three meetings during the period between our 1999-2000 annual reunions.  The first 
was a luncheon at NAS Pensacola O  ̓Club on Friday October 8.  There were approximately a dozen attendees 
and Bob Rasmussen updated us on museum happenings.  We held our first ever mini reunion at Biloxi, MS, at 
the Beau Rivage Hotel on January 13-14, 2000.  Although many had indicated intentions to attend when polled 
in October, we had an unusual number of Eagles on the Binnacle List in January which limited attendance to 
eight couples.  A fun time was had by all attendees.  A golf outing was held in spite of unusually cold weather 
and the Cirque de Soleil show was fantastic!  Activity for the year concluded with a luncheon at the Pensacola 
Country Club on February 29 for 14 attendees followed by golf.

Engineer Officer/Historian Report (CAPT Bill Gortney)
The Historian has three complete copies of the history and planned to distribute them to Annette Bennnett, the 
incoming Pilot, CAPT Paul Stevens and one to the incoming Historian, CAPT Jerry Zacharias.  I will not try to 
send them to everyone due to cost and lack of interest.  The subject of new members not attending the reunion 
after being selected was then discussed. It was recommended that new members be impressed about attending 
their first meeting and maybe given an option for the first two years due to location of reunions.  The list of new 
members to be inducted was given in closed session by RADM Whitey Feightner.

For the May 1st evening function, most Eagles and their guests reported aboard the Spirit of Carolina at Patriots 
Point pier for a Welcome Aboard Charleston Harbor Dinner Cruise.  Cocktail were served at open bar and the 
ship toured beautiful Charleston harbor after sunset as dinner was served with live music.  A terrific time was 
had by all and no cases of seasickness were reported.

On Tuesday, 2 May, golf, tennis, Charleston walking tours and Magnolia Plantation tours continued. At 1500, 
members mustered aboard YORKTOWN for a ceremony where ADM Frederick C. Sherman, ADM Frank Jack 
Fletcher, RADM Wilmer E. Gallaher and Golden Eagle COL Herbert H. Long were enshrined in the Carrier 
Aviation Hall of Fame.  Following this ceremony, our Pilot, LTGEN Thomas Miller, was the Presenter for the 
Enshrinement of COL John H. Glenn, Jr. into the Carrier Test Pilot Hall of Fame. Next was a Re-dedication of 
John Glennʼs historic Friendship 7 flight.  This ceremony was conducted in front of a replica of the Mercury 
capsule Friendship 7, built by the Bosch Corp of Charleston. The Golden Eagle Memorial Service followed, 
for those Eagles who made their “Last Take-off” in the 1999-2000 period since the last reunion.  The ceremony 
opened with an Invocation by the Reverend Robert A. Spencer.  Reflections in remembrance and eulogies of 
Golden Eagles were given in the following order, with the Presenters as indicated.

Memorial Service Sequence        Final Take-off       Eulogizer
RADM Frederick M. Reeder, USN  8/23/98 LTGEN Thomas Miller
VADM John T. Hayward, USN    5/23/99 CAPT Frank Ault
CAPT William A Schroeder, Jr, USN   5/28/99 LTGEN Thomas Miller
CDR Charles P. “Pete” Conrad, USN   7/8/99   LTGEN Thomas Miller
LT/COL Stephen A. Freeman, USNR/USAR  7/10/99 LTGEN Thomas Miller
VADM Donald D. Engen, USN    7/13/99 RADM James Seely
CAPT Ronald L. White, USNR    7/21/99 LTGEN Thomas Miller
COL Charles M. Kunz, USMC    11/12/99 BGEN Jay Hubbard
BGEN John D. Harshberger, USMC   12/11/99 LTGEN Robert Keller
RADM R. Emmitt Riera, USN    2/11/00 RADM J. Lloyd Abbot
CAPT Guy Cane, USN     3/1/00  CAPT Roger Carlquist
CAPT Hawley “Monk” Russell, USN   4/4/00  VADM Howard Greer

A casting of the wreath into the waters of Charleston harbor and a Benediction concluded the Memorial Service 
aboard YORKTOWN.   A copy of the program for the above ceremonies is included as Attachment B.  Follow-



ing the Memorial Service, Golden Eagles assembled on the hangar deck for the annual reunion picture.

At 1900, Tuesday, May 2, the Golden Eagles Annual Reception and banquet aboard YORKTOWN commenced. 
Cocktails were served on the fantail and hangar deck. One of the best roast beef dinners ever served at a Golden 
Eagle reunion was enjoyed by all, followed by eye-boggling desert trays and after dinner liquors. Congressman 
Floyd Spence had been invited to be our guest as keynote speaker, but had to cancel.  RADM Whitey Feightner 
substituted with sea stories and combat experiences with VF-10 aboard ENTERPRISE and on Guadalcanal.  

The Pilot, LTGEN Tom Miller, welcomed everyone and introduced new members and their wives and widows 
of Golden Eagles who were in attendance.  Since some Golden Eagles had to leave early the next morning 
before the General Membership Meeting, the Pilot called front and center the Flight deck for the next year.  Fol-
lowing a motion for approval of the nominees and a motion to second, the following Flight Deck was approved 
unanimously.
 Flight Deck
 Chief  Pilot    LTGEN Robert P. Keller
 Pilot    CAPT Paul F. Stevens 
 CoPilot   LTGEN William F. Fitch.
 Navigator   CAPT William D. Knutson
 Radio Officer   RADM James Flatley, III 
 Engineer Officer/Historian CAPT Jerrold M. Zacharias

 Flight Leaders
 NE Flight Leader  VADM Robert F. Dunn
 SE Flight Leader  CAPT Gordon L. Murray
 Central Flight Leader VADM William E. Ramsey
 West Flight Leader CAPT Richard G. Hanecak

The evening of fellowship aboard YORKTOWN continued with music for dining and dancing by MGEN Roy 
Moss USMC (Ret) and his band. 

On Wednesday, May 3, 2000 the General Membership meeting was held in the at the Charleston Harbor Hilton 
Resort.  Pilot, Lieutenant General Tom Miller, called the meeting to order at 0910.  The following Flight Deck 
Members and Board of Governors were present:

Board of Governors Present
VADM Howard E. Greer  LGEN Robert P. Keller
COL J. B. Maas, Jr.   VADM Robert F. Schoultz
RADM James H. Flatley III  LGEN William H. Fitch
CAPT William Gortney  RADM Edward L. Feightner
RADM William H. Harris  CAPT Paul F. Stevens
RADM William H. Livingston
 
Flight Leaders present were CAPT Roger Carlquist (Northeast); RADM William A. Gureck (Central) and 
BGEN Jay W. Hubbard (West).  RADM William Shawcross (Southeast) was absent.

The Pilot opened the meeting by greeting all those attending after a most enjoyable evening and said that this 
would be a short meeting as members had other commitments, such as trips to Pensacola and he would have to 
return to Washington this evening.  The highlights of the General Meeting and reports to the Board of Gover-
nors were as follows:



The Pilot reported that there were 12 Final Take-offs this year, half the amount of last take-offs last year.  It is 
still far too many.

The Chief Pilot stated that it has been a great year and gives credit to Tom Miller and his leadership.  He has 
been 30 years in this organization and in my book we owe a great deal of gratitude to Tom the way he has 
handled everything with an even hand and answered promptly with e-mail. The coming of e-mail has helped 
communication. The Chief Pilot encourages all to come to San Diego next year.  Paul Speer has things in great 
shape and Iʼll guarantee you that golf will be limited to having to finish within four hours, or those that donʼt 
finish will have to walk home from the course.  I look forward to working with Paul - we couldnʼt have elected 
a better leader, and it is kind of nice to get it back into Navy hands!  The Pilot thanked him for his kind remarks.  

Navigatorʼs Report (COL Jack Maas)
We now have 200 active members, 161 Navy and 39 Marines.  There are 39 Emeritus members and 10 honor-
ary.  There are four (4) 1999 Selectees waiting (3 Navy and 1 Marine).  Selection was made for 16 new mem-
bers include 11 Navy and 5 Marines totaling 20 new members waiting for a vacancy to occur.

Radio Officerʼs Report (RADM Jim Flatley)
Congratulations is in order, the Pensacola group forwarded approximately $5,000 to our coffers at the close of 
the reunion there. Non-profit business bookkeeping means that there are certain requirements with IRS and we 
are holding ourselves to that.  We will distribute overage to regional squadrons for mini-reunions. My letter of 
resignation from Patriots Point means that I will dedicate more time to the Medal of Honor Society aboard ship.  
It is a modest museum and for its recipients I want to turn it into a $30 - 40 million dollar Museum of Merit and 
also to augment the Patriots Point University of honor, valor, service and country.  I may be calling on you or 
your support - Iʼm not going anywhere and will keep on with the programs here and let the Museum run itself. 

Chronolog Report (CAPT Jerry Zacharias)
323 Chronologs have been printed, 310 have been sold and 4 have been donated since the book was published 
in 1998.  Currently we are realizing a profit of about $9.48 a book and we are using these profits to provide 
book owners annual updates at no cost. Changes #5 and #6 to the Chronolog this year provided 27 new pages to 
the Chronolog at a unit costs of $ 2.10 if I have to mail them or $1.10 if you pick them up at this reunion.  These 
new pages have been placed in your registration packet envelope - so donʼt throw them away.  With these addi-
tional pages you will need a new binder and should move the Deceased memberʼs pages to a new book to make 
room for the new pages.  Thanks to the Flight Leaders personal efforts almost 100% of new members inducted 
during the1999-2000 period provided biographies for the Chronolog.  The only current Chronolog problem is 
trying to fit additional pages into the already full book.  I am pursuing the posibility of providing the 80 de-
ceased pages of the book on a CD-ROM vice printed pages and possibly the entire Chronolog on a CD-ROM 
diskette for those that would like the book in that format. 

Pilot encouraged all to send in their bios.  We have close hold on this publication and the Pilot has to approve 
any sale outside our organization.

Pilot asked Chick Smith, Chairman of the Reunion Site Selection Committee to give his report, but learned that 
he had left to return to California. His report from the Board of Governorʼs meeting is as follows:

Site Selection Committee Report (CAPT Chick Smith)
The Site Committee proposed the following:
      2001   West/San Diego
      2002   Northeast/Norfolk
    2003   Central/Pensacola
For Jacksonville, the door was left open to allow new flight leader to confirm or propose an alternate site. The 



committee endorsed current rotation plan, but felt periodic review of area definition is appropriate. In other 
words,”Over to the new committee.”

Pilot pointed out that he is using e-mail to send out general information, and uses NOTAMs for issues of pri-
mary importance and is hopeful that Paul will continue with that plan. A NOTAM means heads up, be sure to 
read it.

The Board of Governors has discussed the issue concerning membership other than the numbers selected, we 
discussed the number of people that were on the list who had not been selected over 3, 4, or 5 years. Sponsors 
were not told that their nominee had been dropped or was still on the list. The Board of Governors decided to 
go over the list and if we decide to drop a prospective member, the sponsor can re-enter the nomination. The 
Nomination form has room for the Sponsor and the Co-Sponsor comments and signatures.  If people want to 
find out if their nominee is still on the list they can call Bill Shawcross to find out where their nominee stands. 
Bill Shawcross will take over as Secretary of the Membership Selection Committee.

Paul Speer then discussed next years San Diego reunion. Paul stated that it will be held at the Double Tree 
Motel in Mission Valley, Wednesday, April 18 for early arrivals and last till Sunday 21st. Thursday is the wel-
come aboard reception, Friday, golf, tours and an evening event or let Eagles rendezvous with friends.  Saturday 
morning the Membership meeting and the annual trauma of the Reunion picture and hopefully weʼll have a 
carrier in so we can have a memorial service in North Island. The banquet on Saturday night back at the Double 
Tree in Mission Valley.   Please pick up the pamphlet on San Diego as you leave.

Trademark Status.  (CAPT Jerry Zacharias). 
An application was submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) on August 30, 1999 for Trade-
marking “The Golden Eagles”. On 6 April 2000, the request for Trademark was approved for publication in 
the Official Trademark Gazette.  The publication in the Gazette is for a 30-day opposition period where anyone 
who believes they will be damaged by registration of the mark can oppose it.  Opposition to our Trademark is 
possible, but the PTO legal examiner has searched the PTO records and found no similar registered or pending 
mark which would bar registration under the Trademark act.  It is expected that the application for the Mark will 
be published in the Gazette in June.  If no opposition is encountered, the Mark should be approved in July 2000.  
The Mark is good for a 10-year period and can be renewed.  However, between the 5th and 6th years after ap-
proval, the EPNAA must certify they are using the Mark.  If this is not done, the Department of Commerce Pat-
ent and Trademark Office will cancel the Mark.  This will be a pass-down-the-line TICKLER action item.

The Pilot thanked the Flight Deck and the Flight Leaders for their fine support. And turned the mike over to new 
Pilot, Paul Stevens.  He thanked Tom Miller and made mention that there will be a modification of the Bylaws 
and he hopes all will accept this modification entitled “Equal time.”  For each one of you who have told a war 
story, the listener will start his stopwatch and on conclusion the listener will say now you have 5 minutes to 
listen to my war story. Whitey, this has group application.  I think I have the time correct 19 minutes and 42 sec-
onds. Thank you very much.  Tom has been so very capable I canʼt believe it at times and his judgment remark-
able.

Due to a conflict with the ANA schedule at Pensacola the administration action for the Golden Eagle s̓ member-
ship approval of the new slate of officers was conducted just prior to the adjournment of the Evening Banquet 
on Tuesday, 2 May 2000.  Bill Harris, Chairman of the Nominating Committee made a motion for approval.  It 
was seconded and received unanimous approval.

As a symbol of the passing of control to the new Pilot, Tom Miller had Bob Rasmussen and his crew at the Na-
tional Museum of Naval Aviation design and construct a Pilotʼs control stick grip mounted on a plaque with all 
previous Pilots  ̓names inscribed.  On the back of the plaque was the following inscription:



The Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association ʻThe Golden Eagles”

“This stick is a casting of the pilotʼs control stick of the sole surviving aircraft from the Battle of Midway, SBD 
“Dauntless,” Bureau Number 2106. “The aircraft was one of 16 that attacked the Japanese fleet early on the 
morning of 4 June 1942.  The attack was launched from the Island of Midway and was among the first to make 
contact with the Japanese fleet.  It was among 98 sorties flown against the Japanese that morning that failed to 
inflict any damage.  And many of these sorties ended in disaster.  Of the 16 Marine Corps Dauntlesses, only 6 
returned to Midway and all were damaged.  Bureau Number 2106 had more than 200 bullet holes in it when it 
arrived home, and the gunner was badly injured.  It was not until the arrival of carrier-based Dauntlesses that 
the tide of the battle turned and the Japanese carrier fleet was destroyed.”Bureau Number 2106 was likely the 
only survivor of the battle to return to the United States.  It was repaired and put to work in the carrier landing 
training program at Lake Michigan where it crashed on June 11, 1943 in a training accident.  It was recovered 
in l994 by the Museum and has been restored to original condition. “Many of the metal strips show red paint 
underlying the gray war time color of the aircraft.  This is the red of the red and white horizontal stripes placed 
on navy aircraft delivered in the late thirties and early forties, which were quickly painted over on the outbreak 
of war.” 

Tom Miller, the retiring Pilot, passed the plaque to Paul Stevens, the new Pilot, who took a firm grip on the stick 
and with the normal pat on the head, signifying passing of control, Miller passed control stick to the new Pilot.

The evening of Wednesday, May 3, 2000, concluded with a Fairwell Reception held on Hiltonʼs Terrace with 
excellent food and open bar.

In concluding this years Golden Eagles history I feel it is important to document the ten Golden Eagles who 
went from Regular to Emeritus status during the year and to list those 20 new Regular members, 1 Emeritus and 
2 Honorary members who became  Golden Eagles during the past year.

Regular to Emeritus status 1999-2000
 CAPT Vernon J Coley USN   RADM Paul E. Hartman, USN
 ADM Ralph W. Cousins USN  CAPT Roland H. Kenton, USN
 LTGEN Hugh H. Elwood, USMC  VADM Charles S. Minter Jr., USN
 BGEN Robert E. Galer, USMC  ADM Thomas H. Moorer, USN
 CAPT Paul N. Gray, USN   BGEN Frederick R. Payne, USMC

New Inductees 1999-2000 (REGULAR Members)
 Mr. Neil A. Armstrong   RADM James M. Seely, USN
 CAPT Robert A. Arnold, USN  VADM Edward W. Clexton, USN
 RADM Lowell F. Eggert, USN  LCOL Harold A. Langstaff, USMC
 CAPT Charles “Pete” Conrad, USN  VADM Anthony A. Less, USN
 COL Edmond P. Hartsock, USMC  CDR Dean S. Laird, USN
 CAPT Zeb V. Knott Jr., USN   CAPT Charles A. L. Swanson, USN
 RADM Gordon H. Smith, USN  COL Tracey T. Gentry, USMC
 CAPT Wynn F. Foster, USN   RADM Allen E. Hill, USN
 COL Samual Richards Jr., USMC  CAPT Theron Jack Taylor, USN
 CAPT Guy Cane, USN   COL Robert W. Lewis, USMC

 EMERITUS Members
 COL Jack E. Conger, USMC
 



 HONORARY MEMBERS
 LCDR John L. Moore, (MCC) USN
 LT   Thomas W. Moore, USNR

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment A: Historical Electronics Museum Newsletter.

Attachment B:  Copy of the program for Memorial to Carrier Aviation Hall of Fame, Carrier Test Pilot Hall of 
Honor Enshrinements and Golden Eagles Memorial Service.
 



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 2001

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION—
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

Historian - Capt. Jerrold M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the Charleston, SC reunion, May 4, 2000, 
until completion of the San Diego, CA reunion on April 22, 2001.

One significant event took place prior to the 2001 reunion.  NOTAM 17-00 announced to all hands that the 
Golden Eagle Pilot CAPT Paul Stevens had resigned on instructions from his doctor, and requested transfer to 
Emeritus status.  The Chief Pilot, LTGEN Robert Keller, USMC (Ret.) accepted Pauls resignation with regret 
and transferred Paul to Emeritus.  On 19 November 2000, the Chief Pilot convened the Nominating Commit-
tee under the chair of RADM Bill Harris to name a new Pilot.  On November 29, the committee unanimously 
recommended the current Co-Pilot, LTGEN Bill Fitch, USMC (Ret.) for Pilot and RADM Paul Speer, USN 
(Ret.) to become Co-Pilot.  This was reported to the Board of Governors, who in turn, unamiously confirmed 
the nominees for the two positions

The Golden Eagle reunion held 19-22 April in San Diego is now history, and it was an outstanding reunion 
by every measure.  Paul Speer, Roger Box, Dick Hanecak and their team brought forth a memorable reunion 
in every sense of the word.  The DoubleTree Hotel was flawless in its support.  We had a total of 146 Golden 
Eagles attending, of which 141 were Regular Members, two were Emeritus Members, and three were Honor-
ary Members. This was a record attendance.

Wednesday, 18 April - Starting on Wednesday evening the Hospitality Suite on the second floor was up and 
operating.  Marv Franger and Don Shelton were two of the stalwarts who manned the ready room as long as 
anyone was there.  

Thursday, 19 April - After breakfast, Eagles departed for individual shopping/tours.  At 1730 The Welcome 
Aboard Reception was attended by about 240 and everyone had a fine time.  During the course of the evening 
the Pilot recognized all new Golden Eagles who had been inducted since Reunion 2000 in Charleston. As our 
newest member, the Pilot presented Captain Royce Williams with his certificate of membership and his gold 
wings.  Royce had been inducted the day before. 

Friday, 20 April - Friday was  a day for tours of San Diego and across the border into Mexico. There was also 
a meeting of the Membership Selection Committee, the Board of Governors, and dinner at the Harbor House 
Restaurant.  

Saturday April 21 -  Saturday commenced with the General Membership Meeting at 0830 and it was well at-
tended.  Several topics were emphasized at the Membership meeting.  The Board of Governors on Friday had 
voted to restore VAdm Tom Connolly (deceased) to membership based on his outstanding contributions to 
Naval Aviation, including his fight against the F-111B (TFX) program and his support for development of the 
F-14 Tomcat.  His name will be entered in the deceased section of our Directory and his bio page will be add-
ed to the Chronolog.  For personal reasons VAdm Connolly had resigned from Golden Eagles about 15 years 
ago.   The Pilot advised that by Board of Governors vote, future Membership Selection Committees will give 
priority to consideration of those nominations where the nominee is 60 years old or older.  Where a nominee 
below age 60 is not considered due to age, it will not count as a passover.  Dick Hanecak as chairman of the 



site selection committee (four Flight Leaders) announced that the 2005 reunion will be held in Monterey.   Bob 
Keller reported that the Membership Selection Committee (MSC) had selected twelve (12) new members and 
there were nine (9)  selectees from the Charleston MSC selection that were still waiting for an opening.  As of 
21 April 2001,  this left a total of twenty one (21) selectees on the induction waiting list.  The Board of Gover-
nors also voted to limit Honorary Membership to ten (10) total members, which was considered to be in keeping 
with the limit of two hundred (200) for Regular Membership

Flight Leaders then presented their reports to the assembled membership as follows:

Northeast Flight - VADM Robert Dunn, USN (Ret.) reported that there were approximately 90 Eagles in the 
Northeast Flight.  Plans for the 2002 reunion in Norfolk are proceeding smoothly.  Dates for the reunion are 
Wednesday, 24 April -Sunday - 28 April at the Norfolk Sheraton Waterside Hotel.  The hotel room rate is $107 
per night.

Southeast Flight  - CAPT Gordon Murray, USN (Ret.) reported that the SE Flight was in great shape.  Most 
Eagles are in the Jacksonville area.  Mayport has from 12-15 Golden Eagle widows.  We send invitations to 
each one for Mini-reunions and usually have a good response. 

Central Flight - VADM William Ramsey, USN (Ret.) reported that there are 26 Golden Eagles in Central 
Flight and18 of them are here at San Diego.  Twelve of the 26 live in Texas.  As for the 2003 reunion planning, 
we have hotel locked in and rooms for about $85 per in Crown Plaza Grand Hotel.

West Flight - CAPT Richard Hanecak reported that West Flight lost three Eagles this year and had two go 
Emeritus.  Two Mini-reunions were held in the last 12 months and both were very well attended.

Reports were also received from the Navigator, Radio Officer and Site Selection Committee and Engineering 
Officer/Historian as follows:

Navigator 
The Navigator , CAPT William Knutson, USN (Ret.), reported that membership in the Early and Pioneer Naval 
Aviators Association as of 20 April 2001 was 200 Regular, 44 Emeritus, and 9 Honorary for a grand total of 
253.  The Regular member composition was 157 Navy, 1 Coast Guard, and 42 Marines. The eleven new mem-
bers who have accepted since the report of 20 May 2000 are:
 Name Induction Date
 ADM Ronald J. Hays, USN, (Ret.) June 2000
 COL Raymond R. Powell, USMC (Ret.) August 2000 
 CAPT Gordon L. Gray, USN (Ret.) September 2000
 RADM John N. Tierney, USN (Ret.) December 2000
 CAPT Kenneth R. Wallace, USN (Ret.) 11 January 2001
 LTCOL Howard L. DeCastro, USMC (Ret.) 2 February 2001
 CAPT Elvin L.Lindsay, USN (Ret.) 17 February 2001
 RADM Eugene E. Tissot, USN (Ret.) 1 March 2001
 CAPT Allard G. Russell, USN (Ret.) 3 March 2001
 GEN Richard D. Hearney, USMC (Ret.) 13 March 2001
 CAPT Royce Williams, USN (Ret.) 20 April 2001

In addition, VADM William P. Lawrence, USN (Ret.) transferred from Emeritus to Regular membership on 15 
November 2000.



The following six members transferred to Emeritus status during the past twelve months:
 Name      Transfer Date
 RADM Jeremiah A. Denton, USN  (Ret.) 8 August 2000
 CAPT John E. Kennedy, USN  (Ret.)  August 2000
 CAPT Paul F. Stevens, USN  (Ret.)  17 November 2000
 RADM Owen H. Oberg, USN  (Ret.)  17 January 2000
 CAPT Roy M. Voris, USN  (Ret.)  29 January 2001
 CAPT William E. Scarborough, USN  (Ret.) 5 March 2001

It is my unfortunate duty to report that the following ten Golden Eagles made their final take-off since the Navi-
gators report of May 2000.  We will miss them.

 Name      Final Take-off Date
 CAPT S. Downs Wright, USN  (Ret.) 5 May 2000
 CAPT Robert W. Windsor Jr., USN  (Ret.) 27 May 2000
 CAPT Eugene P. Rankin, USN  (Ret.) 27 August 2000
 Mr. George Spangenberg   13 November 2000
 CAPT Howard W. Boydstun, USN  (Ret.) 22 November 2000
 CAPT Norman K. McInnis, USN  (Ret.) 24 December 2000
 COL Samuel Richards, USMC (Ret.)  19 February 2001
 CAPT Richard L. Cormier, USN  (Ret.) 23 February 2001
 CAPT Joseph G. Smith, USN  (Ret.)  28 February 2001
 CAPT William M. Romberger, USN  (Ret.) 16 April 2001

Radio Officer
The Radio Officer, RADM James Flatley III, USN (Ret.), provided a written report of the financial status of the 
Association indicating that the total current assets as of March 31, 2001 were $18,204.  His report also provide a 
recapitulation of reunion profit /loss and total assets on-hand for the years 1985-2001.

Site Selection Committee
CAPT Richard Hanacak, USN (Ret.) reported that the Site Selection Committee had recommended that Mon-
terey, CA be selected for the reunion site for 2005 with San Diego as the backup site.  San Francisco was con-
sidered as a possible reunion site for 2005, but was later rejected because of high costs and airport congestion 
problems. He also briefed the Board on facilities of Warner Springs, CA as a possible future reunion site.

Engineer Officer/Historian Report
CAPT Jerry Zacharias reported that the Continuing History for the period 1999-2000 has been completed.  It is 
not planned to distribute copies to all members, however, copies were provided to the Pilot, the Administrative 
Assistant and to the Historians files

One historical item worthy of note occurred this year.  On November 24, 2000 a large box of files were received 
from Golden Eagle CAPT Bob Rasmussen of the Pensacola Naval Aviation Museum.  Mr. Maurice Heartfield 
III, grandson of Golden Eagle Paul Evans Burbank who died in 1984-85, sent the box of Golden Eagle papers 
to the Naval Aviation Museum.  Mr. Heartfield said that he had found them while cleaning out a barn in Oster-
ville, Massachusetts, thought they might have some historical value and sent them to the museum in Pensacola.  
Bob Rasmusesen said that they were of no value to the Aviation Museum and forwarded the files to me.  They 
contain substantial information from the 1968-1973 period.  These documents are valuable in that they verify 
the associations use of the name “The Golden Eagles” since at least 1968, and may be necessary in the future 
Trademark or Servicemark disputes with other organizations.  



Trademark.  With regard to our efforts to secure a Trademark for the name “The Golden Eagles,” our appli-
cation in international class 016 was opposed by the worlds largest publisher of books, Harlequin Enterprises 
Limited of Canada.  We have exchanged several proposals and counter-proposals with attorneys for Harlequin 
and have finally come to a meeting of the minds.  We will abandon our application in class 016 (printed matter) 
and refile in international class 042 (miscellaneous).  They have agreed not to oppose us in class 042 and will 
pay our true cost for doing so.  We filed in class 042 on April 2, 2001 and hope to have an approved Mark by the 
2002 reunion in Norfolk.

Chronolog.  Change number seven to the Chronolog has been distributed and has 15 new or replacement pages 
for the book.  We are trying to completed bios for the 331 deceased members that are missing from the book.  
When completed they will be added to the Master Copy of the Chronolog and copies will be made available to 
members on a CD-ROM diskette.

Chief Pilot
LTGEN Robert P. Keller, assumed the podium.  Since the preceding Pilot CAPT Paul Stevens was not in atten-
dance, as a symbol of the passing of control to the Golden Eagles to the new Pilot LTGEN Bill Fitch, the Chief 
Pilot presented him with the “Control Stick.” This stick is a casting of the pilotʼs control stick of the sole surviv-
ing aircraft from the Battle of Midway, SBD “Dauntless,” Bureau Number 2106. The aircraft was one of 16 that 
attacked the Japanese fleet early on the morning of 4 June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.

Flight Deck.  The Pilot LTGEN Bill Fitch, USMC (Ret.) then presented to the Membership the Flight Deck for 
the 2001 as follows:

 Chief Pilot - LTGEN Robert Keller
 Pilot - LTGEN William Fitch
 Co-pilot - RADM Paul Speer 
 Navigator - CAPT William Knutson
 Radio Officer - CAPT Roger Carlquist
 Engineering Officer/Historian - CAPT Jerry Zacharias

 Board of Governors
 All members of the Flight Deck plus:
 ADM Maurice F. Weisner
 VADM Howard E. Greer
 LTGEN Thomas H. Miller
 RADM William H. Livingston
 RADM William H. Shawcross
 RADM William H. Harris 
 BGEN Jay W. Hubbard
 RADM William A. Gureck

 Flight Leaders
 Northeast Flight - VADM Robert F. Dunn
 Southeast Flight - CAPT Gordon Murray
 Central Flight - VADM William E. Ramsey
 West Flight - CAPT Richard G. Hanecak

The Pilot reported that the Board of Governors had approved a donation of $1,500.00 to the National Museum 
of Naval Aviation, and the presentation of a wrist watch to the winner of the Tommy Tomlinson Award (out-



standing graduate of the Test Pilot School).  

On completion of the General Membership meeting, group pictures were taken.  

Memorial Service.   At the conclusion of the photo session, all Eagles and their spouses/guests departed the 
hotel by bus and car for the Memorial Service at the Murphy Canyon Chapel of Light.  Chaplain Don DenDulk 
had been invited to conduct the service and did a magnificent job.  His message was that member of organiza-
tions such as the Golden Eagles have stories to tell of their military service and sacrifice.  This “history” should 
not be lost with their passing and he urged everyone to document their stories for posterity (In other words, get 
your Chronolog page in).  Brief eulogies were given for each of the ten (10) Golden Eagles who had made their 
last takeoff since the Charleston Reunion.  In addition, brief remarks were made by the Pilot for the five (5) 
wives of Golden Eagles who had passed away during the year. A copy of the memorial service bulletin is in-
cluded as Attachment A.

Reception and  Banquet.  At 1900, Saturday, April 21, a record 280 Eagles and wives/guests attended the 
Golden Eagles Annual Reception and banquet in the ballroom of the Mission Valley DoubleTree hotel.  The 
Pilot, LTGEN William H. Fitch, USMC, welcomed everyone and recognized the superb job done by Paul Speer 
and his reunion team.  The Pilot then turned the microphone over to our host RADM Paul Speer with a welcome 
message.  The assemblage was then treated to an Eagle quartet rendition of “There Are No Fighter Pilots Down 
in Hell,” to the delight of everyone.   The evening continued with music by the local Navy dance band combo.

Reunion 2001 concluded on April 22, with a breakfast/brunch at the DoubleTree hotel.

ATTACHMENT
Attachment A  Copy of the program for the Golden Eagles  Memorial Service, 21 April  2001.



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 2002

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION—
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

Historian - Capt. Jerrold M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the San Diego, CA reunion, April 23, 2001, 
until completion of the Norfolk, VA reunion on 28 April 2002.

Shortly after the 2001 San Diego reunion, Commander Bruce E. Melnick, USCG Retired, was dropped from 
the Golden Eagles for missing five (5) consecutive reunions.

The Golden Eagle 2002 reunion was held 24-28 April in Norfolk, Virginia at the Sheraton Norfolk Waterside 
Hotel.  The Reunion Team led by Deke Bordone and supported by Norm Anderson, Red Carmody, Ed Clex-
ton, Bert Ernest, John Tierney and their wives, did a terrific job in making arrangements for and organizing 
the events.  We had a total of 133 Golden Eagles attending, of which 127 were Regular Members, 2 were 
Emeritus Members, and 4 were Honorary Members.  The Clarion Hotel James Madison was used for overflow 
Eagles when the Sheraton Waterside became full.

Wednesday afternoon 24 April.  The Hospitality Suite on the seventh floor was open for registration, dissemi-
nation of information packets and continuous Happy Hour.  Bert and Millie Earnest, Ed and Catherine Clex-
ton, and John and Stu Tierney manned the ready room as long as anyone was there.  A riding tour of Norfolk 
City was available for those interested.  

Thursday, 25 April.  After buffet breakfast, the Membership Committee convened at for the selection of 10 
new candidates and tours departed for the Norfolk Botanical Gardens and the Spirit of Norfolk water tour and 
lunch.  At 1500 The Board of Governors met, and at 1800 the Welcome Aboard Reception commenced at the 
Sheraton Waterside Hotel. It was well attended  and everyone had a wonderful time. 

Friday, 26 April. Friday was a free day for golf, tennis and tours to: Colonial Williamsburg/Winery, the Nor-
folk Botanical Gardens, the Virginia Air and Space Center, Fort Monroe Casemate Museum and the Spirit of 
Norfolk Lunch Cruise. In the evening the International Tattoo Performance was held.

Saturday April 27. Saturday commenced with the General Membership Meeting at 0830-1000.  The Pilot, Lt-
Gen Bill Fitch, USMC (Ret.), called the meeting to order and commended Capt. Richard “Deke” Bordone and 
his support team for organizing and providing a superb reunion for the Golden Eagles. The Reunion Team was 
given a standing ovation. Following brief remarks by the Chief Pilot, LtGen Bob Keller, the following reports 
were presented: 

Navigator Report
CAPT Bill Knutson presented the Navigatorʼs Report as follows:
 Regular Members  200
 Emeritus Members    47
 Honorary Members    10 
 Grand Total   257



The Regular member composition was 151 Navy, 0 Coast Guard, and 49 Marines. 

The twelve new members who accepted since the 20 April 2001 were:

New Members    Induction Date
CAPT Jim Homyak, USN (Ret.)  7 May 2001
MGEN Drax Williams, USMC (Ret.)  19 May 2001
CAPT Syd S. Sherby, USN (Ret.) (Honorary) 20 April 2001
CDR Howard G. Carlson, USN (Ret.) 6 August 2001
MGEN Bobby G. Butcher, USMC (Ret.) 16 November 2001
CAPT George C. Watkins, USN (Ret.) 12 December 2001
RADM Harry “E” Gerhard, USN (Ret.) 14 January 2002
MGEN Paul Fratarangelo, USMC  4 February 2002
LT James L Pearce, USN, USN (Ret.) 13 February 2002
CDR John M. Moore, USN (Ret.)  6 March 2002
BGEN H. W. Hise, USMC (Ret.)  14 April 2002
CAPT R.W. Livingston, USN (Ret.)  17 April 2002

The following seven members transferred to Emeritus status since 20 April 2001:

Emeritus Transfers    Transfer Date
COL Herbert H. Long, USMC (Ret.)  13 July 2001
CAPT James G. Daniels III (Ret.)  6 November 2001
COL Thomas J. Ross, USMC (Ret.)  8 January 2002
MAJ Drury Wood, AUS (Ret.)  28 January 2002
CAPT Don Issitt, USN (Ret.)   26 February 2002
LTGEN Ben Robertshaw, USMC (Ret.) 8 April 2002
MGEN Alan Armstrong, USMC (Ret.) 8 April 2002

Six Golden Eagles made their final take-off since the Navigators report of April 2001 

Final Take-off     Final Take-off Date
RADM Richard E. Fowler, USN (Ret.)  23 April 2001
CAPT Vernon J. Coley, USN (Ret.) (Emeritus) 18 September 2001
COL Herbert H. Long, USMC (Ret.) (Emeritus) 27 September 2001
CDR Richard H. Best, USN (Ret.)   26 October 2001
CDR Michael J. Rozamus, USNR (Emeritus) 14 January 2002
CAPT Roscoe Lee Newman, USN (Ret.)  29 January 2001
2
Mrs. Beulah Walsh, wife of deceased Golden Eagle LtCol Kenneth Walsh, passed away on 16 November 2001. 
Mrs. Louise (Twogie) Gray, wife of CAPT Gordon “Gordo” Gray, passed away on 1 April 2002 and Mrs Mary 
Louise Leonard, wife of RADM William N. Leonard, passed away in December 1996.  We were very late in 
receiving word on the passing of Mrs Leonard.

Radio Officer Report
CAPT Roger Carlquist presented the Radio Officerʼs report to the meeting and indicated a net worth of $19,777 
for the organization as of 31 March 2002.

Engineer Officer/Historian Report.
Chronolog.  CAPT Jerry Zacharias indicated that Change #8 to the Chronolog has been distributed and adds 



14 new Regular and one Emeritus pages to the book.  During the past year, significant progress was made in 
obtaining biographies for deceased Golden Eagles from the Naval Historical.  One hundred thirty-one new 
deceased bio pages have been added to the Master Chronolog copy and will be added to a CD-ROM that will be 
disseminated during 2002.

Trademark.  After a 32-month struggle, our application for Trademark in International Class 042 (Miscella-
neous) and U.S. Classes 100 and 101 was approved by the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office on April 9, 2002. 
The Mark consists of the words “The Golden Eagles” and Navy gold colored aviator wings.  Anytime this com-
bination of words and wings is used on items such as the List of Members book, the Chronolog, personal statio-
nery, ball caps and shirts, etc., we can now use the registration symbol ® as a superscript after the word Eagles: 

The Golden Eagles®

Registration number 2558570 is good for a 10-year period and may be renewed every ten years.

Reunion 2003 Update Report
Reunion 2003 Chairman, VADM Bill Ramsey, indicated that Pensacola reunion plans are on track.  Approxi-
mately 100 rooms at the Crown Plaza Grand Hotel have been reserved at $95 per night and 20 rooms have been 
reserved at the NAS Pensacola BOQ at $36 per night.  Because the Naval Aviation Museum Spring Symposium 
will be held on 8-9 May 2003, the proposed dates for the Golden Eagles reunion are Saturday, 3 May to Tues-
day, 6 May.

Reunion Site Selection Report
VADM Robert Dunn, USN (Ret) reported that the Site Selection Committee had recommended that Washing-
ton, D. C. be selected for the reunion site for 2006. He reaffirmed viability of Pensacola for 2003, the Jackson-
ville or St. Augustine, Florida area for 2004, and Monterey California for 2005.

Membership Selection Committee
VADM Howard Greer presented the results of the Membership Selection Committee.  He indicated that 66 can-
didates were considered this year and ten were selected to be Golden Eagles.  At the present time there are 20 
selectees awaiting induction, 10 remaining from the 2001 selection list and 10 from the new 2002 selection list.

The Pilot, LTGEN Bill Fitch, then provided guidance to the membership concerning transfer to Emeritus status 
and the selection of Honorary members.  Serious health problems of a Regular member or his spouse may be 
considered justification for transfer to Emeritus status, however, just not wanting to participate in Golden Eagle 
events is not.  The Pilot also stated that the Board of Governors reaffirmed the decision to hold Honorary Mem-
bership to 10 members.  There are two Honorary selectees on the waiting list for a vacancy.

Naval Aviation Museum Foundation.
On a motion made and seconded, the membership voted to donate $1,500 to the Naval Aviation Museum Foun-
dation for the year 2002.  The membership also voted to continue to provide $250 for the Tommy Tomlinson 
award to the Test Pilot School top graduate.

National Flight Academy
Golden Eagle Capt. Skip Furlong provided to the membership an 8-10 minute presentation on the plans and 
progress of establishing a National Flight Academy at Pensacola.  This is a $30 million dollar project and they 
are one-third of the way in reaching that goal. At the end of his presentation, Captain Furlong asked the Golden 
Eagle membership to submit nominations for the Hall of Fame at the Naval Aviation Museum.



Memorial Service.  
At the conclusion of the General Membership Meeting, all Eagles and their spouses/guests departed the hotel 
by bus and car for a Memorial Service aboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt.  Captain OʼHanlon, skipper of the 
Theodore Roosevelt, greeted each Eagle and guest as they crossed the quarterdeck.  Chaplain Richardson and 
Chaplain Petruska conducted the service and did a magnificent job. Brief eulogies were given for each of the six 
Golden Eagles who had made their last takeoff since the San Diego Reunion.  In addition, brief remarks were 
made by the Pilot for the three wives of Golden Eagles that passed away during the year. A copy of the memo-
rial service bulletin is included as Attachment A. Following the ceremony, the attendees retired to elevator #4 
where one red rose for each deceased Eagle and one white rose for each deceased wife was cast on the waters of 
Chesapeake Bay.  Following this ceremony, the elevator was raised to the flight deck for a group photograph.

Banquet
On the evening of 27 April 2002 at the Norfolk Waterside Hotel, the main banquet was held.  And approximate-
ly 219 attended.  Following presentation of the colours, Chaplain Richardson gave the blessing and the Pilot 
LTGEN Bill Fitch welcomed everyone.  He again recognized Capt. Deke Bordone and his staff for providing 
such a well-organized and enjoyable reunion.  They received a standing ovation. The Pilot LTGEN Bill Fitch, 
USMC (Ret.) then presented to the Membership the Flight Deck for the 2002 as follows:
 
 Flight Deck
 Chief Pilot     VADM Robert F. Schoultz, USN (Ret.)
 Pilot      RADM Paul H. Speer, USN (Ret.)
 Co-pilot     CAPT Jerry M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)
 Navigator     CAPT William D. Knutson, USN (Ret.)
 Radio Officer     CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
 Engineering Officer/Historian  COL Raymond R. Powell, USMC (Ret.)

 Board of Governors
 ADM Maurice F. Weisner, USN (Ret.)
 LTGEN Robert B. Keller, USMC (Ret.)
 LTGEN Thomas H. Miller, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM William H. Shawcross, USN (Ret.)
 BGEN Jay W. Hubbard, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM William A. Gureck, USN (Ret.)
 RADM Lloyd J. Abbot, Jr., USN (Ret.)
 CAPT William N. Gortney, USN (Ret.)

 Flight Leaders
 Northeast Flight RADM Donald V. Boecker, USN (Ret.)
 Southeast Flight CAPT Gordon L. Murray, USN (Ret.)
 Central Flight  VADM William E. Ramsey, USN (Ret.)
 West Flight -   RADM Doniphan B. Shelton, USN (Ret.)

As a symbol of the passing of control of the Golden Eagles to the new Pilot, LTGEN Bill Fitch presented 
RADM Paul Speer with the “Control Stick.” This stick is a casting of the pilotʼs control stick of the sole surviv-
ing aircraft from the Battle of Midway, SBD “Dauntless,” Bureau Number 2106. The aircraft was one of 16 that 
attacked the Japanese fleet early on the morning of 4 June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.  

Following a Sunday morning brunch, Eagles departed Norfolk for all corners of the U. S. to gather again in 
Pensacola in May 2003.
Attachment A :  Copy of the program for the Golden Eagles Memorial Service, 27 April  2002.



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 2003

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

Historian – COL Ray Powell, USMC (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the Norfolk, VA reunion, April 28, 2002, until 
completion of the Pensacola, FL reunion on May 6. 2003.

The 2003 Annual Reunion of the Golden Eagles was held in Pensacola, FL from Friday, May 2 through Tues-
day, May 6, 2003 at the Pensacola Crowne Plaza Grand Hotel.  The Reunion Team led by Bill Ramsey and 
supported by Tag Livingston, Bill Gureck, Mickey Weisner, Jim Homyak, Jack Fetterman, Ras Rasmussen, 
Skip Furlong, Doc Abbot, Bill Neal, Ray Hawkins, Bob Kellert Ken Wallace and their wives, did a terrific job 
in making arrangements for and organizing the events.  We had a total of 141 Golden Eagles attending, along 
with their wives, guests and friends. Golden Eagles used 124 rooms in the hotel and 21 opted to stay at the 
NAS Pensacola BOQ.

The “Top of the Grand” room on the 15th floor was our Hospitality Suite and it had all the conveniences one 
would want and a magnificent vista of the Pensacola environs. The suite became the center of activity for Ea-
gles and guests and was generally busy until late at night.  It served for registration, dissemination of informa-
tion packets and continuous Happy Hour. Tag Livingston was our superb coordinator for the Hospitality Suite, 
ably assisted by 10 other Eagles who volunteered and manned the Suite over the span of the reunion.

Saturday, 3 May.  The morning began with meetings of the Membership Selection, Nominating and Site Selec-
tions Committees.  In the afternoon, the Board of Governors convened.  For those not attending meetings, 
tours were offered to Fairhope Alabama for shopping and lunch, and was thoroughly enjoyed by 33 people.  
That evening at 1800, a Welcome Aboard Reception was held in the Grand Ballroom in the Pensacola Crowne 
Plaza Grand Hotel and was catered by the hotel. We had 243 attend the reception in the very nicely decorated 
Ballroom. Fifteen new members, and their wives/guests, were introduced by our Pilot, Paul Speer.

Sunday, 4 May.  At  0830 the General Membership meeting was held in the IMAX theatre in the Museum. The 
Pilot, RADM Paul Speer, USN (Ret.) presided.  After preliminary remarks congratulating Bill Ramsey and 
his reunion committee for a superb reunion, the following reports were presented to the membership.  A group 
picture was taken immediately after the official meeting. The meeting adjourned at 1000 and most stayed on 
to attend the Memorial Service that followed at 1045. Following the service, many browsed the museum, had 
lunch, while others ran out and played golf. 

Navigator Report - CAPT Bill Knutson, USN (Ret.)
Membership in the Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association is currently as follows:
 Regular Members  200  (158 Navy, 1 USCG, 41 USMC)
 Emeritus Members    53  (35 Navy, 1 USCG, 17 USMC)
 Honorary Members    12
 Grand Total   265



The eighteen new members who accepted since the Navigatorʼs report of 29 April 2002 were:
       Induction Date
 Hon. H. Lawrence Garrett III (Honorary) 5/30/02
 RADM Bryan W. Compton, USN (Ret.) 6/3/02
 Harold Andrews (Honorary)   6/10/02
 COL A. D. Simpson, USMC  (Ret.)  6/22/02
 VADM Edward C. Waller, USN  (Ret.) 7/8/02
 RADM Glen W. Lenox, USN  (Ret.)  7/29/02
 VADM James B. Wilkinson, USN  (Ret.)  9/9/02
 RADM Rupert S. Owens, USN  (Ret.) 10/14/02
 COL William H. Huffcut, USMC  (Ret.) 10/23/02
 COL M. A. Rietsch, USMC  (Ret.)  10/24/02
 VADM H. B. Thorsen, USCG  (Ret.)  1/25/03
 ADM Jerome L. Johnson, USN  (Ret.) 1/28/03
 RADM Jimmie W. Taylor, USN  (Ret.) 2/14/03
 RADM Riley D. Mixson, USN  (Ret.) 3/3/03
 2nd Lt Robert M. Lurie, USMC  (Ret.) 3/17/03
 MGEN Richard Gustavson, USMC (Ret.) 4/7/03
 RADM Paul H. Engel, USN  (Ret.)  4/18/03
 CDR John B. Nichols III, USN (Ret.) 5/1/03

The following nine members transferred to Emeritus status:
       Transfer Date
 CDR John Wesolowski, USN (Ret.)  5/24/02
 CAPT Cook Cleland USN (Ret.)  8/1/02
 CAPT Charles L. Burbage, USN (Ret.) 10/1/02
 RADM William R. McClendon USMC (Ret.)10/1/02
 CAPT. E. L. Lindsay. USN (Ret.)  2/2/03
 CAPT Vernon L. Micheel, USN (Ret.) 2/2/03
 LTCOL John F. Bolt, USMC (Ret.)  2/25/03
 LTGEN George C. Axtell, USMC (Ret.) 3/27/03
 COL Phillip DeLong, USMC (Ret.)  4/11/03

It is my sad duty to record that eleven Golden Eagles made their final take-off since the Navigators report of 
April 2002 
      Final Take-off Date
 VADM Bernard M. Strean, USN  6/1/02
 LCDR John M. Moore USN   6/24/02
 VADM Thomas J. Kilcline USN  7/11/02
 CAPT Edwin D. McKellar, USN  8/19/02
 RADM Donald R. Gay USN   10/5/02
 CAPT Paul N. Gray, USN   11/14/02
 BGEN Joe J. Foss, USAF   1/1/03
 BGEN Jay W. Hubbard, USMC  1/1/03
 CDR Howard Packard, USN   1/1/03
 CAPT Bruce Weber, USN   2/10/03
 RADM Leonard A. Snead, USN  4/17/03



Radio Officer Report  - CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
The Radio Officerʼs report indicated a net worth of $22,396 for the organization as of 31 March 2003.

Engineer Officer/Historian Report & Chronolog - COL Ray Powell, USMC (Ret.)
COL Ray Powell, USMC (Ret.) indicated that Change #9 to the Chronolog has been distributed to owners of 
Chronolog books in their registration packets.  Change #9 adds eleven new Regular and one Emeritus pages to 
the book.  The Chronolog reported expenses through 31 March 2003 of $12,801, sales revenue of $12,057, ma-
terial on hand of $1,970 and a profit of a negative $743.87.  The negative figure included $1,245 in non-Chro-
nolog costs (i.e. Annetteʼs computer, Tommy Tomlinson Award books and other printed matter.  Without these 
non-Chronolog costs, the profit would have been about $502.

Reunion 2004 Update Report
CAPT Gordon Murray provided the assembled membership with an update on the 2004 reunion plans for the 
Jacksonville area.  Ponte Vedra Beach had been selected as the reunion site and negations are under way with 
the Sawgrass Marriott Resort for an 8-12 May 2004 reunion period.

Site Selection Commitytee Report.
RADM Don Shelton, USN (Ret) followed with reported that the Site Selection Committee had recommended 
and reaffirmed San Diego as the 2005 reunion site, Washington, D. C. area for 2006 and Pensacola/Dallas/Fort 
Worth area for 2007. The rotation will put the reunion for 2008 in the South East flight region.

Membership Selection Committee.
VADM Howard Greer presented the results of the Membership Selection Committee.  He indicated that 61 can-
didates were considered this year and 15 were selected to be Golden Eagles.

Naval Aviation Museum Foundation Donation.
On a motion made and seconded, the membership voted to donate $1,500 to the Naval Aviation Museum Foun-
dation for the year 2003.  The membership also voted to continue to provide $250 for the Tommy Tomlinson 
award to the Test Pilot School top graduate.

Memorial Service.  
At the conclusion of the General Membership Meeting a beautiful and moving service was held in the Naval 
Aviation Museum Atrium in recognition of the 11 Golden Eagles who made their last takeoff this past year.  A 
bagpiper led us into the Atrium before the service. The Pilot, Paul Speer, made appropriate introductory re-
marks and introduced the presiding Chaplain, Captain David Atwater, CHC. Selected Golden Eagles each spoke 
individually about one of our departed members. After each homily, representatives from the Naval Aviation 
Schools Command rang the shipʼs bell in memoriam for each departed Golden Eagle. The Marine Aviation 
Training Support Group Color Guard paraded the colors, Chaplain Atwater led us in prayer and remembrance, 
and the bugler sounded Taps. Over 240 Eagles and guests attended the ceremony.

Reception and Banquet. 
The reception was held in the Aviation Museum lobby with six OPEN bars. The Eagles and their guests paraded 
into the Atrium from the reception area led by a bagpiper through lines of flags provided by the Schools Com-
mand. 

The banquet was held in the museum Atrium and 253 attended.  Official guests were VADM Al Harms, CNETC 
and VADM Mike Malone, CNAP and his wife Janet. Vince Whibbs gave his incomparable welcome to Pensac-
ola and Northwest Florida, and introduced the Pensacola Childrenʼs Chorus.  The Pensacola Childrenʼs Chorus 
performed a wonderfully entertaining and patriotic show that lasted about 20 minutes and completely wowed 
everyone.  In appreciation of their appearance, we contributed $500 to the Chorus fund.  In addition, Barbara 



Woodbury took some marvelous photos of the Chorus members with 3 of our distinguished Eagles, Neil Arm-
strong, Jim Lovell, and Wally Schirra.  The photos were provided to the Chorus directors, Allen and Susan Pote.

Pilot RADM Paul Speer, USN (Ret.) then presented to the Membership the proposed slate of officers for the 
2003-2004 period:

 Flight Deck
 Chief Pilot     VADM Robert F. Schoultz, USN (Ret.)
 Pilot      RADM Paul H. Speer, USN (Ret.)
 Co-pilot     CAPT Jerry M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)
 Navigator     CAPT William D. Knutson, USN (Ret.)
 Radio Officer     CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
 Engineering Officer/Historian  COL Raymond R. Powell, USMC (Ret.)

 Board of Governors
 ADM Maurice F. Weisner, USN (Ret.)
 LTGEN Robert B. Keller, USMC (Ret.)
 LTGEN Thomas H. Miller, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM William H. Shawcross, USN (Ret.)
 BGEN Jay W. Hubbard, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM William A. Gureck, USN (Ret.)
 RADM Lloyd J. Abbot, Jr., USN (Ret.)
 CAPT William N. Gortney, USN (Ret.)
 GEN John K. Davis, USMC (Ret.)

 Flight Leaders
 Northeast Flight RADM Donald V. Boecker, USN (Ret.)
 Southeast Flight CAPT Gordon L. Murray, USN (Ret.)
 Central Flight VADM William E. Ramsey, USN (Ret.)
 West Flight -  RADM Doniphan B. Shelton, USN (Ret.)

As a symbol of the passing of control of the Golden Eagles to the new Pilot, LTGEN Bill Fitch presented 
RADM Paul Speer with the “Control Stick.” This stick is a casting of the pilotʼs control stick of the sole surviv-
ing aircraft from the Battle of Midway, SBD “Dauntless,” Bureau Number 2106. The aircraft was one of 16 that 
attacked the Japanese fleet early on the morning of 4 June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.  

Following a Sunday morning brunch, Eagles departed Pensacola for all corners of the U. S. to gather again in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL in May 2004.



GOLDEN EAGLE HISTORY 2004

CONTINUING THE HISTORY OF THE EARLY AND PIONEER NAVAL AVIATOR  ̓ASSSOCIATION
THE GOLDEN EAGLES

Historian – COL Ray Powell, USMC (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the Pensacola, FL reunion, Tuesday, May 6, 
2003, until completion of the Ponte Vedra Beach reunion on 12 May 2004.

The 2004 Annual Reunion of the Golden Eagles was held in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL from Sunday, May 9 
through Wednesday, May 12, 2004 at the beautiful Sawgrass Marriott Hotel.  The Reunion Team led by CAPT 
Gordo Murray and supported by By Fuller, Joe Moorer, Mike Sullivan, and their wives, did a terrific job in 
making arrangements for and organizing the events.  We had a total of 131 Golden Eagles members attending, 
plus wives, guests and friends. 

Sunday, 9 May 2004.  Sunday morning commenced with meetings of the Membership Selection Commit-
tee, the Nominating Committee and Board of Governors. The day concluded with a most enjoyable Welcome 
Aboard Reception set-up on the lawn outside the Ready Room, which was in building that was separate from 
the hotel by about 50 yards.  .

Monday, 10 May.  – Monday activities consisted of options to participate in tennis or golf tournaments, or a 
tour tof hostoric and beautiful St Augustine. A most impressive Memorial Service was held in Christ Episco-
pal Church in the afternoon. The dayʼs activities were concluded with a poolside cocktail party. The weather 
was fantastic. The event was well organized; the food and beverages were delicious, plentiful and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

Tuesday, 11 May. The final day of the reunion commenced with the General Membership meeting and the 
taking of the group photo in the morning. After some free time and/or rest in the afternoon, the evening events 
started with cocktails in the Ready Room followed by the banquet and for some, after dinner drinks and sea 
stories in the Ready Room.

Navigator Report - CAPT Bill Knutson, USN (Ret.)
Membership in the Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association is currently as follows:
 Regular Members  200  (156 Navy, 1 USCG, 43 USMC)
 Emeritus Members    59  (40 Navy, 1 USCG, 18 USMC)
 Honorary Members      12
 Grand Total   271

Members who accepted since the Navigatorʼs report of 3 May 2003 in Pensacola, FL:
 New Members                 Induction Date
1. COL Melvin H. Sautter, USMC, Retired 11 June 2003
2. CAPT John E. Paganelli, USN, Retired 27 June 2003
3. RADM John C. Weaver, USN, Retired 7 July 2003
4. COL Frederic T. Watts, USMC, Retired 18 July 2003
5. VADM Michael L. Bowman, USN, Retired 12 August 2003
6. VADM James R. Sanderson, USN, Retired 14 August 2003



New Members (continued)               Induction Date
7. COL Edwin Harper, USMC, Retired 8 September 2003
8. RADM James A. Lair, USN, Retired  3 October 2003
9. ADM Joseph W. Prueher, USN, Retired 17 October 2003
10. CAPT Richard J. Cavicke, USN, Retired  24 October 2003
11. COL Archie J. Clapp, USMC, Retired 28 November 2003
12. CAPT Morris A. Peelle, USN, Retired 1 December 2003
13. CAPT Edward Iglesias, USN, Retired 17 February 2004
14. MGEN Jeremiah W. Pearson, III, USMC Retired 13 March 2004
15. COL Jerry J. Mitchell, USMC, Retired 16 March 2004
16. VADM Richard H. Truly, USN, Retired 24 March 2004
17. CAPT John B. Davis, USN, Retired 24 March 2004
18. VADM Jerry L. Unruh, USN, Retired 29 March 2004
19. CAPT Simpson Evans, USN, Retired 7 April 2004

The following twelve members transferred to Emeritus status:
  

1. CAPT William L. Bennett, USN, Retired
2. RADM Carl J. Seiberlich, USN, Retired
3. CAPT Frank G. Edwards, USN, Retired
4. LTGEN William G. Thrash, USMC, Retired
5. RADM Narvin O. Wittmann, USN, Retired
6. RADM William H. McLaughlin, USN, Retired
7. RADM Paul E. Pugh, USN, Retired
8. VADM James B. Stockdale, USN, Retired
9. BGEN Homer G. Hutchinson, Jr. USMC, Retired
10. RADM Martin D. Carmody, USN, Retired
11. LTGEN Duane A. Wills, USMC, Retired
12. CAPT Michael S. Alexatos, USN, Retired

It is my sad duty to record that 13 Golden Eagles made their final take-off since the Navigators report of 3 May 
2003.
         Final Take-off Date
1. CDR George D. Anderson, USN, Retired, Emeritus  18 January 1986
2. ENS. Benjamin M. Greely, USN, Retired, Emeritus  24 November 1993
3. VADM Thomas J. Walker, III, USN, Retired   8 May 2003
4. VADM Robert J. Stroh, USN, Retired, Emeritus  29 May 2003
5. LTGEN Louis B. Robertshaw, USMC, Retired, Emeritus 14 July 2003
6. MGEN Alan J. Armstrong, USMC, Retired, Emeritus 23 September 2003
7. ADM Huntington Hardisty, USN, Retired   1 October 2003
8. CAPT Marvin J. Franger, USN, Retired   13 October 2003
9. LCDR Lloyd W. Tracy, USN, Retired   24 November 2003
10. ADM Thomas H. Moorer, USN, Retired, Emeritus  5 February 2004
11. COL Edmond P. Hartsock, USMC, Retired   1 March 2004
12. RADM William H. Livingston, USN, Retired  10 March 2004
13. CAPT Arthur Ray Hawkins, USN, Retired   21 March 2004



Radio Officer Report - CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
The Radio Officerʼs report indicated a net worth of $18,454 for the organization as of 31 March 2004.

Engineer Officer/Historian Report. – COL Raymond Powell, USMC (Ret.)
Chronolog.  COL Ray Powell, USMC (Ret.) indicated that Change #10 to the Chronolog has been distributed 
to owners of Chronolog books in their registration packets.  Change #10 adds nineteen new pages to the book.  
This years CD-ROM version of the Chronolog is also available for purchase at he new, lower price of $5.00.  
Eighty-one copies of the CD were sold at the last reunion.  The Chronolog reported expenses through 31 March 
2004 of $11,730, sales revenue of $13,183, material on hand of $3,300 and a profit of a negative $1,453.

Reunion Site Selection Committee Report
RADM Don Shelton, USN (Ret) reported that the Site Selection Committee had recommended and reaffirmed 
San Diego as the 2005 reunion site, Washington, D. C. area for 2006 and Pensacola for 2007. The rotation will 
put the reunion for 2008 in the South East flight region.

Membership Selection Committee Report
VADM Howard Greer presented the results of the Membership Selection Committee.  He provided the names of 
the 18 selected for Regular membership of which there were 12 Navy and 6 Marines.  No Honorary Members 
were selected this year.

Memorial Service.
At 1500 on 10 May 2004, a moving service was held at Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte Vedra Beach, in rec-
ognition of the 13 Golden Eagles and 5 spouses who made their last takeoff this past year. The Co-pilot, Jerry 
Zacharias, made appropriate introductory remarks and introduced The Reverend Richard S. Westbury Jr., who 
made opening comments and a prayer. A memorial roll call was then made. Shipmates spoke individually about 
each of our departed members. The Spouse Final Call was made by CAPT Jerry Zacharias for five spouses that 
had passed away.  Following, taps and the Navy Hymn, Rev. Westbury gave the benediction and concluded the 
service.  About 230 attended the ceremony and the church was full

Reception and Banquet. 
Following cocktails in the ready room, Eagles and guests followed the piper into the banquet hall.  After parad-
ing the colors and the blessing by RADM Bill Gureck, dinner was served. 
The Co-pilot CAPT Jerry Zacharias then presented to the Membership the new Golden Eagles and spouses that 
were in attendance and the proposed slate of officers for the 2004-2005 period:

 Flight Deck
 Chief Pilot     RADM Edward L. Feightner, USN (Ret.)
 Pilot      CAPT Jerry M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)
 Co-pilot     CAPT William D. Knutson, USN (Ret.)
 Navigator     LTGEN Harold W. Blot, USMC (Ret.)
 Radio Officer     CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)
 Engineering Officer/Historian  COL Raymond R. Powell, USMC (Ret.)

 Board of Governors
 GEN John K. Davis, USMC (Ret.)  CAPT Richard G. Hanacak, USN (Ret.)
 MGEN Frank C. Lang, USMC (Ret.)  CAPT William N. Gortney, USN (Ret.)
 VADM Robert F. Dunn, USN (Ret.)  LTGEN John I. Hudson, USMC (Ret.)
 RADM Lloyd J. Abbot, Jr., USN (Ret.) RADM William A. Gureck, USN (Ret.)



     
 Flight Leaders
 Northeast Flight RADM James M. Seeley, USN (Ret.)
 Southeast Flight MGEN Michael P. Sullivan, USMC (Ret.)
 Central Flight  CAPT Robert Rasmussen, USN (Ret.)
 West Flight  CAPT Winn Foster, USN (Ret.)

At the beginning of the Board of Governors meeting, as a symbol of the passing of control of the Golden Eagles 
to the new Pilot, in the absence of the Pilot, RADM Paul Speer, the Chief Pilot VADM Robert Schoultz present-
ed CAPT Jerry Zacharias with the “Control Stick.” This stick is a casting of the pilotʼs control stick of the sole 
surviving aircraft from the Battle of Midway, SBD “Dauntless,” Bureau Number 2106. The aircraft was one of 
16 that attacked the Japanese fleet early on the morning of 4 June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.

Following a Wednesday morning brunch, Eagles departed Ponte Vedra Beach for all corners of the U. S., to 
gather again in San Diego in April 2005.



GOLDEN EAGLE CONTINUING HISTORY 2005

Historian? – COL Raymond R. Powell, USMC (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the Ponte Vedra Beach
Florida reunion on 12 May 2004 until the completion of the reunion held at the Red Lion
Hanalei Hotel in San Diego on the 20th of April 2005.

The Northeast Flight held a mini reunion lunch and hotel tour at the Sheraton Premier
Hotel at Tyson’s Corner on 15 March 2005 to become familiar with the hotel facilities
and perform some 2006 reunion planning. Twelve members of the Southeast Flight held a
3 day mini reunion in New Bern NC in Oct 2004 with a Welcome Aboard cocktail party
hosted by Mike Sullivan at his home followed by dinner at a restaurant in Havelock NC.
Golf on Saturday with tours of local attractions and banquet Saturday night. Sunday
brunch and takeoff for home.  The Central Flight didn’t have many official meetings in
the last couple of years. Most of the Casinos on the Gulf they enjoyed in the past for
mini-reunions were wiped out and CF Golden Eagles were kept pretty busy rehabbing.
Several lunch meetings occurred at the Naval Aviation Museum. The West Flight held
two mini reunions in Oct 2004 and Feb 2005 at the Harbor House Restaurant in Seaport
Village San Diego both of which had an attendance of over 50.

ANNUAL REUNION
The 2005 Annual Reunion of the Golden Eagles was held in San Diego, CA. from
Wednesday 20 April through Saturday the 23rd of April at the colourful and beautiful
Red Lion Hanalei Hotel located in the Hotel Circle of Mission Valley.  The Reunion
Team led by RAdm Rodger Box and supported by MajGen Bobby Butcher, RAdm Corky
Lenox, Capt Dick Hanacak, RAdm Don Shelton, Capt Bill Knutson, Capt Jack Davis,
RAdm Smoke Wilson, Connie Wilson, Capt Don Edge, Capt Wynn Foster, Charlie
McKellar, Kitty Cormier, Nita Boyston, Capt Dick Cavicke, Bev Edge, RAdm Paul
Speer, Gen J. K. Davis, Col Jerry Mitchell, and RAdm Riley Mixson.  We had a total of
144 Golden Eagle members attending, plus wives, guests and friends. There were  overall
266 attendees.

Wednesday 20 April.  Check in. Ready Room open at 3:00 PM.

Thursday 21 April. The morning commenced with meetings of the Membership Selection
Committee, the Nominating and Board of Directors Meetings. The day concluded with a
most memorable and enjoyable Welcome Aboard Reception set-up on the lawn outside
the Ready Room which was in building that was separated from the hotel by a few yards.
The food was delicious and plentiful and the bar was on the house. Many of the old
timers reported that this was one of the best Welcome Aboard Receptions in their
memory.



Friday 22 April  The Friday’s activities consisted of Golf Tournament, Wine Tasting tour
and lunch, and a most impressive afternoon Memorial Service at the Naval Chapel at the
Navy's Murphy Canyon Housing Complex. The evening was free time for all.

Saturday 23 April.   The final day of the reunion commenced with the General
Membership meeting and the taking of the group photo in the morning. After some free
time and/or rest in the afternoon, the evening events started with cocktails in the Ready
Room followed by the banquet and for some, more cocktails and sea stories in the Ready
Room.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

April 23, 2005 - San Diego, CA

Pilot, Captain. Zacharias called the meeting to order at 0900. He expressed a sincere
thank you to the West Flight for their great work in arranging for such a superb reunion.
He also congratulated the Host, RAdm Roger Box, for a job well done. He stated that out
of the ten new members this year, nine were present.

The Navigator, LtGen. Blot reported that we are currently at 200 regular, 12 honorary
and 60 emeritus members. We have joined 10 of the 18 selectees from last year. Ten of
our members made their last takeoff, five of which were regular members and five had
been previously transferred from regular to emeritus status.

Membership in the Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association is currently as follows:
 Regular Members   200     (155 Navy, 1 USCG, 44 USMC)
 Emeritus Members     60     (43 Navy, 1 USCG, 16 USMC)
 Honorary Members     12
 Grand Total    272

Members who have been accepted into the Golden Eagles, in order of acceptance, since

Navigator’s report of 9 May 2004 in Ponte Vedra, Florida:

New Members Induction Date

     1.   Col. Paul German, USMC, Retired,                                 June 2004
     2.   Capt. August Elliott Jr., USN Retired,                             July 2004
     3.   Capt William C. Hartung, USN Retired,                          July 2004
     4.   Col. Marvin T. Garrison, USMC Retired,                        September 2004
     5.   RAdm. Albert J. Monger, USN Retired,                          October 2004
     6.   VAdm. John J. Mazach, USN Retired,                             December 2004
     7.   MajGen. John V. Cox, USMC Retired,                            January 2005
     8.   Capt. Dean Cramer, USN Retired,                                    February 2005
     9.   Capt. Roscoe Trout, USN Retired,                                    March 2005
    10.  LtGen. Frederick McCorkle, USMC Retired,                   April 2005



The following members have been transferred to Emeritus status:

1. Capt. Bob Elder, USN (Ret)
2. Cdr. Larry Walker, USN  (Ret)
3. LtGen. Tom Miller, USMC (Ret)
4. Capt. Bert Earnest, USN (Ret)
5. RAdm. Julian Lake, USN (Ret)

LtGen Blot reported that the following Golden Eagles had made their final take-off since the
Navigator’s report of 9 May 24, 2004. They will be missed.

1. Col. Archie Clapp, USMC (Ret)
2. Col. Pete Petras, USMC (Ret)
3. Cdr. John Nichols III, USN (Ret)
4. Capt. Jim Daniels, USN (Ret)
5. Capt. Butch O’Neill, USN (Ret)

Radio Officer Report CAPT Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.), provided each member
attending with a copy of the Financial Report, l April 2004 through 31 March 2005. The
report showed a net worth of $15,695.

Engineering Officer/Historian, Col. Powell, advised the members that Change #11 to the
Chronolog has been distributed to owners of Chronolog books in their registration
packets and is available in the Ready Room. Change #11 adds nine new pages to the
book. New 3-ring binders are available with a set of tabs, (total $7.00) that can be used
for Deceased members thereby reducing the contents of the original binder. This year's
CDs have the updated Chronolog with the 9 new biographies and pictures of last year's
reunion, and are available for at the new, lower price of $5.00. There are still some
biographies and pictures missing and it would be appreciated if those individuals take this
reminder for action.  Twenty eighty copies of the CD were sold at the last reunion.  The
Chronolog reported expenses through 31 March 2005 of $11,970, sales revenue of
$13,053, material on hand of $2104 and a profit of  $351.  Having completed a half ass
job with the 2005 history, Col. Powell turned over the duties of Engineering
Officer/Historian to MajGen. Ken Weir who together with 2ntLt Bob Lurie claim to have
nearly 50,000 flight hours combined and neither have any computer skills or any staff
and administrative experience.

Reunion Site Selection Report

RAdm James Seely, Chairman of the Site Selection Committee, gave the location for the
ensuing years as follows: 2006 in Northern Virginia at Tyson’s Corners Sheraton
Premiere; May 1, 2007 at Pensacola, hotel to be determined; 24-27 April 2008 at the
Sheraton at New Bern NC. and 2009 in San Diego. The details for the 2006 Reunion will
be coming later; however, for planning purposes, the dates are 27 April to 2 May with a
hotel rate of $99.00 plus tax. These rates will apply to 3 days before and 3 days after the
reunion, permitting members more time to visit the Washington Metropolitan area.



Membership Selection Committee

RAdm Paul Speer, Chairman of the Membership Selection Committee, reported there
were 55 nominations to consider of which 8 Navy and 4 Marines were selected. There are
still 8 remaining from last year’s list. A motion was made and carried to accept the
Selection Committee's report. No Honorary Members were selected this year.

Nominating Committee

RAdm William Harris, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, reported that Vice
Admiral William Ramsey will replace General J.K. Davis, Captain Don Shelton will
replace Captain William Gortney and Rear Admiral Donald Boecker will replace Rear
Admiral William Gureck on this year’s Board of Governors. The motion carried to accept
the below slate of officers for the 2005-2006 period:

 Chief Pilot                              RAdm E. L. “Whitey” Feightner, USN (Ret.)

 Pilot                                         Capt Jerrold M. Zacharias, USN (Ret.)

 Co-pilot                                   Capt William D. Knutson, USN (Ret.)

 Navigator                                LtGen Harold W. Blot, USMC (Ret.)

 Radio Officer                         Capt Roger Carlquist, USN (Ret.)

 Engineering Off/Historian    MajGen Kenneth. W. Weir USMCR (Ret.)

Board of Governors

 VAdm Robert F. Dunn, USN (Ret.)

                 VAdm William E. Ramsey, USN (Ret.)

                 LtGen John I. Hudson, USMC (Ret.)

                 RAdm Lloyd J. Abbot, Jr., USN (Ret.)

                 MajGen Frank C. Lang, USMC (Ret.)

 RAdm DONIPHAN B. Shelton USN(Ret)

 RAdm Donald V. Boecker USN(Ret)

 Capt Richard G. Hanacak, USN (Ret.)

Flight Leaders

 Northeast Flight RAdm James M. Seeley, USN (Ret.)

 Southeast Flight MajGen Michael P. Sullivan, USMC (Ret.)

 Central Flight Capt Kenneth Wallace, USN (Ret.)

 West Flight -  RAdm Roger E. Box, USN (Ret.)

Memorial Service.
A moving service was held at the U.S. Navy Chapel at the Navy's Murphy Canyon
Housing Complex in recognition of the 5 Golden Eagles and 5 Emeritus Golden Eagles
who made their last takeoff this past year. The Pilot, Jerry Zacharias, made appropriate
introductory remarks followed by prayer. A memorial roll call was then made. Shipmates
spoke individually about each of our departed members.



Reception and Banquet.
Following cocktails in the ready room, Golden  Eagles and guests proceeded to the huge
tent adjacent to the hotel that was used as the banquet hall. 255 members and their guest
attended the reception and banquet that followed. The Pilot CAPT Jerry Zacharias then
presented to the Membership the new Golden Eagles and spouses that were in attendance.

Following a Sunday morning brunch, Eagles departed San Diego for all corners of the U. S., to
gather again in Washington D.C. in April, 2006.



GOLDEN EAGLE CONTINUING HISTORY 2006

Historian/Compiler – MajGen Kenneth W. Weir USMCR (Ret.)

This continuing historical summary covers the period from after the Red Lion Hanalei
Hotel Golden Eagle Reunion in San Diego California on the 23rd of April 2005 until the
completion of the D.C reunion held at Tyson’s Corner, Virginia  on 1 May 2006.

The Northeast Flight held several reunion coordinating meetings at the Sheraton Premiere
Hotel on 17 Aug, 19 Sept 2005, 9 Jan, and 13 Feb 2006. A mini reunion was held on 22
March 2006 at the newly rebuilt Belle Haven Country Club in preparation of the final
plans for the annual reunion in the D.C. area. The Southeast Flight held a mini reunion 22
through 24 October 2005 in Wilmington, N.C.  The Central Flight didn’t have many
official meetings in the last couple of years. Most of the Casinos on the Gulf they enjoyed
in the past for mini-reunions were wiped out and CF Golden Eagles were kept pretty busy
rehabbing. Several lunch meetings occurred at the Naval Aviation Museum. The West
Flight held two mini reunions in Oct 2005 and Feb 2006 at the Harbor House Restaurant
in Seaport Village San Diego both of which had an attendance of over 65.

ANNUAL REUNION
The 2006 Annual Reunion of the Golden Eagles was held from Thursday 27 April
through Monday 1 May at the Sheraton Premiere Hotel located at 8661 Leesburg Pike in
Tyson’s Corner, Vienna, Virginia.

It was a great 50th reunion for everyone.  The weather was perfect, the dogwoods were in
full bloom and we had a record attendance.   The last count was 141 Golden Eagles
including three Emeritus members and one Honorary member plus wives, guests and
friends. There were 263 in attendance at the banquet. If that isn’t a record it is close to it.

RADM Jim Seely, Reunion Committee Chairman and Flight Leader Northeast, led a
“TEAM” effort to provide a wonderful and memorable reunion.  NE flight had two



mementos to commemorate our 50th.  The tumblers with the gold embossed wings and
50th Anniversary are very nice and they also had 50th Anniversary cocktail napkins.

The Reunion Team was made up from the 56 Golden Eagles of the Northeast Flight and
their spouses. RAdm Rupe Owens and VAdm Yank Dorsey operated the Ready Room
which seemed to open early and stay open late and always full of Golden Eagles and their
spouses and friends with plenty of “refreshments”. VAdm Bob Dunn kept a tight reign on
the Receptions, the Banquet and their menus. Capt Jack Kenyon and Jerry
Zacharias orchestrated the Memorial Service. RAdm Don Boecker was the golf
professional in charge of the Golden Eagle Golf Tournament at the Penderbrook Country
Club. Capt Zeb and Rita Knott were the tour mobile guides. VAdm Mike Bowman
coordinated the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum Udvar-Hazy visit hosted by Gen
Jack Daley. Elizabeth Shawcross provided lovely stationery as a favor for the ladies.
RAdm Fred Lewis and Barbara McDaniel handled all the administrative and computer
support of the registrations, programs, seatings, mailouts, e-mail communications, golf
pairings and all the other staff functions. Pam Arnold sang a magnificent and
inspirational rendition the National Anthem of the United States of America, the Star
Spangle Banner, after the posting of the colors by Color Guards from the Washington
Navy Yard and 8th and I Marine Barracks.

Thursday 27 April.  Check in. Ready Room opened at 3:00 PM.

Friday 28 April. The morning commenced with the Membership Selection Committee
followed in the afternoon with the Board of Governors meeting and concluded with a
most memorable and enjoyable Welcome Aboard Reception. There was an excellent
turnout for the reception but the Sheraton food prices curtailed the selections available.

Annual Board of Governors Meeting

The open Session included Flight Leaders RADM James Seely and MajGen Michael P.
Sullivan. RAdm Bill Harris, Chairman of MSC, and LtGen Bill Fitch, Chairman of the
Nominating Committee also attended.



          NAVIGATOR HARRY BLOT             RADIO OFFICER ROGER CARLQUIST

Board of Governors present: MajGen Frank Lang, VAdm Robert Dunn, RAdm J.L.
Abbot Jr,  LtGen John Hudson, Capt Richard Hanecak, VAdm William Ramsey, RAdm
Don Shelton and RAdm Don Boecker. Members of Flight Deck attending: Capt Jerry
Zacharias, Capt Wilbert Knutson, LtGen Harold Blot, Capt Roger Carlquist, MajGen Ken
Weir and RAdm E. L. 'Whitey' Feightner.

Following Pilot Zacharias's opening remarks, the 2006 Navigator’s report was presented
by LtGen Harold Blot as follows:

Membership in the Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Association is currently as follows:
Regular Members….200
Emeritus Members…..62
Honorary Members….12
Grand Total….          274

Members who have been accepted into the Golden Eagles, in order of acceptance, since
Navigator’s report of April 2005:

1. Capt. Robert E. Spruit, USN                    15. Col. Robert C. Johnson, USMC
2. Capt. John V. Manning, USN                  16.  RAdm. Thomas C. Watson, USN
3. Col. Donald Beaufait, USMC                  17.  RAdm. Jerry C. Breast, USN
4. Capt. W. Scott Gray, USN                       18.  Col. David V. Denton, USMC
5. Capt. William Westerman, USN              19.  RAdm. John Batzler, USN
6. MGen. Mike Ryan, USMC                       20.  VAdm. John Lockard, USN
7. Capt. John J. Lahr, USN
8. Adm. Charles S. Abbot, USN
9. Col. Murray Staples, USMC
10. Capt. Robert B. Wood, USN
11. Capt. Robert C. Coats, USN
12. Col. Raymond E. Bright, USMC
13. Cdr. Theodore R. Swartz, USN
14. Capt. Roger C. Bos, USN



The following members have been transferred to Emeritus status:

1. VAdm. Robert E. Kirksey, USN
2. Adm. Jackson Arnold, USN
3. Capt. Gordon Gray, USN
4. RAdm. L. V. Swanson, USN
5. LtGen. Bob Keller, USMC
6. Capt. Jack Snyder, USN
7. Adm. Mickey Weisner, USN
8. BGen. Henry Hise, USMC
9. RAdm. Jim Linder, USN
10. LCdr. Eugene Zepp, USNR
11. MajGen. Vic Armstrong, USMC
12. Lt. Jim Pearce, USN
13. VAdm. Dave Richardson, USN
14. Capt. Simpson Evans, USN
15. MajGen. Norm Anderson, USMC
16. RAdm. George Cassell, USN

Golden Eagles that made their final take-off since the Navigator’s report of April, 2005. They
will be missed.

1. BGen. Bob Galer, USMC (E)
2. VAdm. Jim Stockdale, USN (E)
3. Capt. Ed Pawka, USN (E)
4. Col. John B. Maas, USMC
5. Capt. Roy M. Voris, USN (E)
6. RAdm. William Leonard, USN (E)
7. Capt. George Watkins, USN
8. Capt. Charles Brower, USN (E)
9. Capt. Ira Brown, USN (E)
10. VAdm. Pierre Charbonnet, USN (E)
11. Cdr. Larry Walker, USN (E)
12. VAdm. William Lawrence, USN
13. Capt. Jack L. Snyder, USN (E)
14. VAdm. Jack Fetterman, USN
15. RAdm. Carl Seiberlich, USN (E)
16. RAdm. Paul Hartmann, USN (E)
17. Col. Jack Conger, USMC (E)



Membership composition as of 28 April 2006.

Active Emeritus
Navy 154 43

Coast Guard 1 1
Marine 45 18

Total 200 62

The Radio Officer's report was given.
Beginning Cash in Navy Federal Credit Union $10962

Receipts
Chronolog Sales $504
Contributions 41
Dues from Members 4,250
Golden Eagle Wing Sales 575
Interest 169
San Diego Reunion 7394
Washington Reunion 25,000

$37,933
Disbursements

Administrative/Secretarial/Supplies $2207
Advance for Washington Reunion 5,850
Naval Aviation Museum Foundation 1,500
NTWL Tommy Tomlinson Award 209
Photocopying/Printing i 748
Postage 799
Purchase of 50 G.E. Wings i 300

-$13,613
Assets

Cash in NFCU and Insured Brokerage Account $35,282
Advance for Washington Reunion $5,850
Items for Use or Resale, Cost or Depreciated Value

GE. Wings 1,300
$7,150

Debit
Reunion Funds Deposited in Insured Brokerage Account -$25,000

Net Worth    $17,432

Capt Roger Carlquist stated that he had established a money market account within a
guaranteed brokerage account  to increase the interest on the association’s cash. The
report was approved unanimously.

The Engineer Officer/Historian Report given by MajGen Ken Weir stated that there were
5 members notified that their attendance was mandatory this year to remain a regular
member in good standing. All were in attendance. Ken noted that the Golden Eagle



history up to 2004 has been placed on a CD. He is still missing 16 biographies for the
Chronolog and that the 2006 version is on sale in the Ready Room for $5.

Site Selection Committee Report was given by Chairman RAdm James Seely. It was
reported that the 2007 reunion will be held in the Pensacola area, hopefully at the Grand
Hotel which is currently under repair but predicted to be ready. Reunion 2008 will be
hosted by the Southeast Flight Zone at the New Bern NC Sheraton Grand. The date will
be 24-27 April 2008 with a room rate not to exceed $119 per night. 2009 will be on the
West coast and 2010 will return to the Northeast.

Closed session:

The Pilot presented information on the following items:

Trademark

The Golden Eagle Trademark was registered on 4/9/02.  Mark is good for a 10 year
period and can be renewed for 10 year periods.

Between 5th and 6th year of use, holder must file a Certificate of Use, certifying use in
commerce. .  Failure to file  this certificate will result in the Trademark being cancelled.
The 5th year of use commenced Apr 10, 2006.  The cost of filing is $100.  The Golden
Eagles use the Trademark in commerce.
 •  Use it on Chron book, Chron CD, Bylaw & List of Members book, stationery
 •  Have revenue of over $13,839 to date & will exceed $14K at this reunion.
 •  Because the Golden Eagles have used it continuously for 5 yrs, it could be
declared that
the Mark is now incontestable and file a Joint Certificate of Use and Incontestability for
$300. It was not recommended to file Joint certificates.  The Patent Office don’t
acknowledge acceptance of incontestability claims, they don’t even acknowledge receipt
of it.  They do acknowledge receipt and acceptance of the Certificate of Use.
 •  It was recommended that the golden Eagles spend $100 and File the Certificate
of Use only.

On a motion made and seconded, the Board the Board approved spending the $100 for
filing the Certificate of Use.  Jerry Zacharias will ensure that filing is done in the next
month or so.

Golden Eagle Naval Aviation Museum Display

An update was received from CAPT Bob Rasmussen on the new Golden Eagle display at
the Museum that will consist of most of the elements of the current display (plaque that
has the words the “Early and Pioneer Naval Aviators Assoc.”, “The Golden Eagles” and a
set of Navy wings) plus a new large flat screen television monitor that will be controlled
by a touch screen computer monitor built into the display.  The TV monitor will display
all of the names on the current display ( i.e. Regular, Emeritus, Honorary & and
Deceased Golden Eagles).



The touch screen monitor will enable visitors to call up a short biography (condensed
from the Chronolog bios) on any one member.  So if a GE has a bio in the Chronolog, he
will be in the display. Eventually, it will include some video out-takes that will be a
compilation of representative actions from the Naval Aviators who make up the
membership.  This should make the display visually more stimulating to attract the
attention of visitors.

The new display will give us the flexibility to instantaneously update the display, a
luxury we do not now enjoy.  As you know, with the fixed graphic we currently use, we
are out of date almost the minute we put it up, which is only once a year.  It will also be a
far more informative and visually attractive display.  I am confident that the membership
will find it a positive move.

Any help that the Golden Eagles can provide in the way of financing would be greatly
appreciated.  It is expected that the entire bill will be on the order of $6 or 7K, about a
third of which has already been invested.

So the GEs are earmarking our $1,500 donation to the museum this year “for updating the
Golden Eagle Display.”  That money is fenced for that purpose.  Capt Roger Carlquist
recommended and the Board of Governors approved the one time contribution of $3,000,
to be used for updating the Golden Eagle display at the museum.

Armed Forces Reunion Inc.

This brief the Board on the services of Armed Forces Reunion, Inc by LtGen Bill Fitch
involved his first hand knowledge of their performance in setting up reunions for
organizations such as ours, and in particular, the recent MCAA convention in Reno.

Making hotel arrangements with the Sheraton at Tyson’s Corner was a struggle to say the
least.  The AFR organization has the know how to make all of the arrangements for a fee
and it would allow us to have reunions at locations where there are very few or no
Golden Eagles.  A handout of AFR’s services and fees is included in your documents.
The Pilot read comments from Gen Jack Dailey concerning MCAA’s use of AFR
services.  The comments were highly favourable. Use of AFR services for about $12.00
per head, would lighten the load on the Flight Leader and allow us to hold reunions in 80
different locations, even at those cities where we don’t have any Eagles located.

The Board of Governors approved that the services of AFR be made available to those
Flight Leaders that might be inclined to use them. Bill Knutson will appoint a contact for
the AFR Service and then pass the negotiated procedures to the flight leaders.

LtGen Fitch, Chairman of the Nominating Committee reported the Slate of Officers:

Flight Deck 2006:
Chief Pilot:   RADM E.L. 'Whitey' Feightner
Pilot:     Capt Wilbert D. Knutson
Co-Pilot:   LTGEN Harold W. Blot
Navigator:   RADM Bill Gureck



Radio Officer:    RADM Rupe Owens
Engineer Officer/Historian: MAJGEN Kenneth W. Weir

Board of Governors:
VADM Robert F. Dunn
VADM William E. Ramsey
LTGEN John I. Hudson
MAJGEN Mike Sullivan
RADM Roger Carlquist
RADM Doniphan Shelton
RADM Donald V. Boecker
CAPT Richard G. Hanecak

Flight Leaders:
Northeast: CAPT Jack Kenyon
Southeast: MAJGEN Paul Fratarangelo
Central: CAPT Kenneth Wallace
West: RADM Roger Box

RADM Bill Harris, Chairman of the Membership Selection Committee submitted the list
of recommended new members which included 12 Navy and 6 Marines. There was a
discussion concerning the flexibility of the number of honorary members that are allowed
in the Golden Eagles. An argument was presented that the board should determine how
many and when to add new honorary members. A counter argument was put forth stating
that the reason for the existence of the Golden Eagles was to populate it with aviators
who would inspire young people to become naval aviators and did not include others
regardless of their contribution. The pilot will continue to research the issue.

RADM Don Boecker reported to the Pilot that he presented the Golden Eagle engraved
gold wrist watch and a copy of Captain D. W. Tomlinson's autobiography "The Sky's the
Limit" to Major  Scott Bennett Trail USMC. Major Trail is the Outstanding Test Pilot of
the Year 2005.

New Business: The Engineer/Historian brought up the subject of the Golden Eagles
having a Web page or site where we could post schedules of events, pictures and
correspondence. Establishing the Web site was approved by the BOG. Ken further
expressed the desire to shift all or most of our communications to an electronic media
allowing us to substantially reduce our mailing costs. This would require the
establishment of a buddy system to get information to those Golden Eagles who do not
have a computer or email. The pilot took both items for action.

Saturday 28 April  Saturdays activities consisted of Golf Tournament at Penderbrook
Country Club, Tourmobile, visit to the National Air and Space Museum Udvar-Hazy
Dulles Airport facility.



The annual reunion Memorial Service was held in the afternoon at the Vienna
Presbyterian Church. Everyone felt the Memorial Service was special and the best they
had ever attended.   Pilot Zacharias had a power point slide presentation of all the 17
Golden Eagles who had made their final take offs. That provided a visual image of each
Golden Eagle for everyone to correlate to his Eulogy. Very nicely done.  Our own
incomparable Pam Arnold sang “America the Beautiful” and “Eternal Father”.



Bob Lurie presented the Eulogy for Col. Jack Conger who passed away the week before
the reunion.

The evening was free time for all.

Sunday 30 April.   The final day of the reunion commenced with the General
Membership meeting:

Pilot, Captain Zacharias called the meeting to order at 1300. He expressed a sincere thank
you to the Northeast Flight for their great work in arranging for such a superb reunion.
He also congratulated the Host, RADM Jim Seely, for a job well done.



Chief Pilot Whitey Feightner reviewed the purpose and reasons the Golden Eagles were
founded by CNO.  Specifically, the Golden Eagles were to be role models for younger
Naval Aviators.   Qualifications to become a Golden Eagle would emphasize a pilot’s
cockpit performance (stick and throttle) and leadership in the air. It was a well received
message we all need to remember.

The Navigator, LtGen. Blot reported that we are currently at 200 regular, 12 honorary
and 62 emeritus members. We have joined all twenty of the selectees. Seventeen of our
members made their last takeoff, thirteen of which were emeritus. Sixteen members were
transferred from regular to emeritus status.

The Radio Officer, Capt. Carlquist, provided each member attending with a copy of the
Financial Report, l April 2005 through 31 March 2006 indicating the Golden Eagles Net
Worth of $17,432

Engineering Officer/Historian, MajGen Weir, advised the members that Change #12 to
the Chronolog is available in the Ready Room. There are still 16 members who have not
submitted a biography for inclusion in this year’s version. The CDs have the updated
Chronolog and pictures of last year's reunion, and are available for $5.00.

Rear Admiral James Seely, Chairman of the Site Selection Committee, gave the location
for the ensuing years as follows: May 1, 2007 at Pensacola, at the Grand Hotel pending
successful completion of the hurricane repairs; 24-27 April 2008 at the Sheraton Grand in
New Bern NC. 2009 on the West coast and 2010 back to the Northeast.

Rear Admiral Bill Harris, Chairman of the Membership Selection Committee, reported
there were 58 nominations to consider of which 12 Navy and 6 Marines were selected.

LtGen. Bill Fitch, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, reported that the Nominating
Committee had presented their slate for the coming year as presented above.



New Business:      The Pilot informed the members that it had been voted at the Board of
Governors meeting to support the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation with a one time $3000
contribution ear marked for the electronic upgrade to the Golden Eagle display. We will also
continue to support the Tommy Tomlinson Award to the Outstanding Test Pilot of the year at
Patuxent River. This year the Outstanding Test Pilot was Major Scott Bennett Trail, USMC for
his work on testing the V-22.

Zack also discussed the decision to make the services of Armed Forces Reunion Inc.
available to the flight leaders thus reducing their work load in preparing for our reunions
and opening the list of potential sites for future gatherings.

The BOG agreed to the establishment of a Golden Eagles Web site where we could post
schedules of events, pictures and correspondence. In order to eliminate regular mail as much as
possible, the pilot will investigate the use of a buddy system to allow us to get information to
those without a computer or email address.

The pilot then notified the members that immediately following this meeting the group pictures
would be taken. All were to meet in front of the room and be seated by flight.

                 NORTH EAST FLIGHT                                              CENTRAL FLIGHT

                       SOUTHEAST FLIGHT                                       PILOT JERRY ZACHARIAS



Reception and Banquet.

The banquet was eloquent and marked by three special events.

First, Pilot Zacharias introduced 16 new members and their wives. Four other new members
were not present and will in introduced next year.



Second, Pilot Zacharias Passed the Pilot’s control stick to the new Pilot, his Naval Academy
1952 classmate Capt Wilbert D. Knutson USN (Ret), ending Jerry’s tour as Pilot.
Spontaneously, every one gave Jerry a standing ovation for the superb job he did as Pilot and for
all his many services to the Golden Eagles.   Bill Knutson then recognized Jerry’s many
contributions including developing the Chronolog documentary in book form and subsequently
on CD and obtaining the Trademark to the title “The Golden Eagles.”  Bill acknowledged that
CAPT Zacharias had been an exceptional  leader and left the incoming Pilot with “Tough Shoes
to Fill ” the motto of the Naval Academy Class of 1952.

                           GE Executive Assistant           Old Pilot                   New pilot
                           ANNETTE BENNETT  JERRY ZACHARIAS   BILL KNUTSON
Third, we honored Annette Bennett, the Executive Assistant to the Pilot, who will retire May 15,
2006 after 15 years of dedicated service to the Golden Eagles.   Annette was the grease that kept
the organization running smoothly.    She was given a crystal eagle on a lighted base sitting on a
plague that read; “Annette Bennett”; “The Wind Under Our Wings”;  “With Sincere
Appreciation and Gratitude for 15 years of Outstanding Service.” Also, she was given the
Golden Eagle computer she has been using and a bouquet of red roses.



Co-Pilot Bill Knutson - BoG Memb Bob Dunn      Jim Flatley-Chief Pilot Feightner- Ramsey

 West Coast Flight Leader Roger Box                 Pilot Jerry Zacharias introduces new GEs

                  Bill Ramsey-Scottie                               Former CNO Admiral Tom Hayward

FORMER GE CHIEF PILOT Dutch Schoultz          GE BOARD MEMBER Bob Dunn



Dee and Pax River Museum Dir. Gus Eggert                Past GE Pilot Tom Miller-Ida Mai

    Neal Armstrong-John Glenn-Rick Hauck                      Jim Lovell-John Glenn

 Chief Pilot Whitey Feightner-Don Shelton          Old Pilot Zacharias-New Pilot Bill Knutson

                                            PHOTOS BY RAdm SMOKE WILSON!

Following a Monday morning brunch, Eagles departed Vienna Virginia for all corners of the
U.S., to gather again in Pensacola Fla, in April, 2007.
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